
  

 

 

BUSSEI 
B U D D H I S T  T E M P L E  O F  S A N  D I E G O  

 Being an American Buddhist is a 
proud identity for me.  However, 78 years 
ago, being born an American did not seem to 
hold much security for me.  My family, along 
with 120,000 people of Japanese descent, 
were imprisoned without justification, into 

concentration camps of deplorable conditions.  This was a 
political act.  Politics pervades almost all aspects of our 
lives.  Yet, we hear from some that we should not be involved 
with political matters.   

            Being Buddhist had even more negative consequenc-
es.  Rev. Dr. Duncan Williams, relates in his book, American 
Sutra, that Buddhist clergy, born in Japan (Issei), were taken 
from their families and held in prisons while Christian clergy 
suffered no similar fate.  My father-in-law, Rev. Eiyu Terao, 
was a Nisei born in Stockton, and so was able to remain with 
his family and served the Buddhist community in camp 
Minidoka, Idaho.   

            The truth was that Japanese-Americans were loyal to 
America and posed no threat to the country.  The lie, which 
was perpetuated by hatred, greed, and ignorance, enabled 
anti-Asian sentiment to remove all Japanese-Americans from 
the west coast.  This was racism that was initiated and sup-
ported by the government “of the people.”  A similar condi-
tion is occurring now.   

            The COVID-19 pandemic caused the lock down of busi-
nesses and schools since March 2020.  At the time, then pres-
ident Trump called it the China virus or the Kung-flu.  This 
racist label pointed anger toward the Asian communi-
ty.  Again, ¾ of a century later, a lie has caused Asian-
Americans to be wrongfully accused of a national threat.  

            Shamefully, it has been the non-actions of the ex-
president that has perpetuated this health crisis to cata-
strophic levels.  Although he admitted to Bob Woodward that 
he knew the deadly nature of this contagious virus, he ig-
nored the medical advice to wear masks and he actively en-
couraged others not to do so.  By encouraging the opening of 
businesses too soon and by not providing a national response 
to the pandemic, the death toll has risen to half a million 
deaths in less than one year.  All of us are at risk because of 
the spread by unmasked contagious carriers.   

            We, in the Asian community, are at an additional risk, 
as the followers of this current lie place the blame of the vi-
rus on ethnic reasons, not on scientific facts.  Civil authorities 
and national news reports have verified that violence on 
Asian-Americans have escalated many-fold during the last 10 

months.  I have received an email that our own member has 
been harassed.  Verbal and physical abuse have occurred 
with serious injury and even death.  The 4 Noble Truths 
clearly state that hatred, greed, and ignorance are causes of 
this suffering.   

            I feel a responsibility to reiterate a caution to our 
members and friends to be mindful of this situa-
tion.  Although most of us are not venturing out much, we 
do need to be cautious and mindful of our situation.  In the 
SF-Oakland area, younger Asians are forming protective 
groups to escort elders when they venture out to shop.  But 
the problem is much broader and demands a solution that 
involves all of us.  

            It is frightening to know that millions of Americans 
and congressional representatives and senators have aban-
doned truth.  Issues have been clouded by partisan rheto-
ric.  But the crux of the problem is whether truth is taken as 
the basis of our reality.  As Buddhists, we follow the Bud-
dha’s guide to awaken and to verify Truth. 

            It is true that the Japanese-American community was 
and is loyal to America.  The efforts and sacrifice of the all-
Nisei 442nd Combat Regiment and the Nisei interpreters in 
the Pacific testify to that fact.  It is true that the rapid and 
deadly spread of the corona virus from February to Decem-
ber was a health issue that was not address by a coordinated 
national response.  Communities that ignored the wearing of 
masks and not being socially distant suffered greatly.  Asians 
were not the cause.   

            We clearly see that the suffering of millions of Ameri-
cans was caused by words of untruth.  Untruth has led to 
racial hatred.  As Shin Buddhists, we follow the example of 
the Bodhisattva.  We join the Vow of assurance that all be-
ings will awaken from the disease of untruth to the libera-
tion of truth.  The signs are clear.  Untruth is represented by 
greed, hatred, and ignorance.  Truth is demonstrated by the 
harmony of interdependence and cooperation.  

            Every generation has been challenged by the inequali-
ties in life.  Our practice of the Nembutsu reminds us that 
our lives have been made possible by the efforts of others 
(the Compassion of Amida).  Our awakening includes us in 
the Vow of assurance that all beings be led to truth, which 
assures us of a life of Wisdom and Compassion.  How might 
each of us make that vow real in our present world? 
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MARCH CALENDAR 
      

In the best interest for the health and safety of the Sangha and 
community friends, the Buddhist Temple of San Diego remains 
closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.      
     Religious and social activities will continue to be offered virtu-
ally on the temple’s Zoom (Z) live and YouTube (YT) channel. The 
temple welcomes everyone to participate in the virtual activities 
and share the opportunity with individuals who do not have com-
puter internet access. Here is the schedule for March:  
3 – Taiko practice, 6:30 p.m. (Z), Buddhism 1-2-3, 7 p.m. (Z) 
4 – IRC Meeting, 12 noon (Z)  
6 – Sutra Chanting Shoshinge, 1 p.m. (Z) 
      Southern District Jr. YBL Religious Retreat, 1 p.m. (Z) 
7 – Shotsuki Hoyo monthly memorial and Dharma messages: Eng-
lish and Japanese (YT); DS staff meeting, 9 a.m. (Z); Qigong work-
shop, 9 a.m. (Z); Dharma School, 10 a.m. (Z); BWA meeting, 11 
a.m. (Z); Taiko practice, noon (Z) 
  9 – Ways and Means meeting, 7 p.m. (Z) 
10 – Taiko practice, 6:30 p.m. (Z); Buddhism 1-2-3, 7 p.m. (Z) 
11 – Board of Directors meeting, 7 p.m. (Z) 
13 – Sutra Chanting Shoshinge, 1 p.m. (Z); 
        So. Dist.  Jr. YBL Seminar 2, 1 pm (Z); Book Club, 2 p.m. (Z) 
14 – Dharma message (YT), Qigong, 9 a.m. (Z); 
        Dharma School, 10 a.m. (Z); Jr. YBA meeting, 11 a.m. (Z); 
        Sangha Teens meeting, 11 a.m. (Z); Taiko practice, noon (Z) 
17 – Taiko practice, 6:30 p.m. (Z); Buddhism 1-2-3, 7 p.m. (Z) 
20 – Sutra chanting Shoshinge, 1 p.m. (Z) 
21 – SPRING O HIGAN. Guest speaker: Rev. Yuki Sugahara, Oregon 
Buddhist Temple (YT) 
        Qigong workshop, 9 a.m. (Z); Dharma School, 10 a.m. (Z); 
        Taiko practice, noon (Z) 
24 – Taiko practice, 6:30 p.m. (Z); Buddhism 1-2-3, 7 p.m. (Z) 
25 – Activities Meeting, 7 p.m. (Z) 
27 – Sutra Chanting Shoshinge, 1 p.m. (Z) 
28 – Dharma message (YT); Qigong workshop, 9 a.m. (Z); 
        Dharma School, 10 a.m. (Z); Taiko meeting, noon (Z) 
31 – Taiko practice, 6:30 p.m. (Z); Buddhism 1-2-3, 7 p.m. (Z) 
    The Spanish-language Dharma message, presented by Arturo 
Rubio, will be posted on the temple’s YouTube channel.  
     
    Office hours: 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday-Friday. Limited staff 
coverage on weekends. The temple is closed Mondays. 
     For more information please call the temple at (619) 239-
0896. Leave a message if your call is not answered. Send an 
email to info@btsd.net or check the website http://
www.buddhisttemplesandiego.org for updates. 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS:  
Our Members Are the Best! 
Bill Teague, Membership Chair 
    

2021 Renewals are already pouring in. Thank you so much! 
Over a quarter of our members have already renewed.   

Members Only. In late February we enabled the pass-
word-protected area for the Members Only section of 
the Website. If you did not receive an email from me 
with the password, please let membership chair Bill 
Teague  know at btcomms@cox.net.  

We will continue to place special items of interest in this 
Members only area. Many resources are available behind 
this password,  including information about member status, 
PDFs of important publications, what the Board is doing for 
the Temple, and latest news from the BCA. 
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ACTIVITIES NEWS 
      

     The Activities Committee is back in business! 
     Coming up on April 17 is the fourth Yasukochi Farms drive 
thru event!  We will offer the regular and large CSA box of or-
ganic vegetables and fruit as well as their strawberry three 
packs.  In conjunction with the Yasukochi Farms produce, we 
will have the ever-popular handmade facemasks and Ichiban 
Bento sale. As mentioned, Ichiban Hillcrest will provide one of 
their delicious Japanese Bentos for sale and to be picked up as 
part of the Yasukochi drive thru event.  The order form can be 
found on the Temple website. We recommend ordering online, 
if at all possible, as submitting and tracking of your order is 
more efficient.  When ordering, please follow all instructions 
included on the order form to help avoid any errors.    

     Ichiban Hillcrest has asked to resume our partnership begin-
ning now through August. The way it works is Ichiban Hillcrest 
will donate 20% of the total cost of your order to the Temple 
(you will pay the full price listed on the menu, you do not re-
ceive a discount).  The majority of menu items qualify for the 
program. Happy hour and drinks are NOT included.  When you 
place your order be sure to mention The Buddhist Temple of 
San Diego to take advantage of this generous program.     

     To continue to help with Temple operating costs, we will be 
introducing other fundraisers and possible partnerships with 
other restaurants so you can enjoy their delicious food. 
 
In Gassho, Ann and Glenn 

      After a one-year absence, the Buddhist Temple of San Die-
go's golf tournament is back! 
      Please save the date for the Silver Anniversary event 
scheduled for Sunday, June 27 at Riverwalk Golf Club in San 
Diego's Mission Valley. 
      Last year’s tournament was canceled due to the COVID- 19 
pandemic and will return following special guidelines as man-
dated by the state of California for area golf courses. 
     Registration fee is $115 for men and women, and $90 for 
youths 15-years-old and under. Make your checks payable to 
BTSD. Early registration deadline is April 19. Final deadline is 
June 7. Space is limited to 60 players. Registration forms have 
been emailed to many golfers and sponsors. 
     The tournament format will be a four-person scramble and 
will accommodate golfers of all skill levels. 
     In order to comply with COVID-19 regulations, several tour-
naments traditions are being adjusted. 
     Players will be asked to check-in 45 minutes prior to their 
scheduled tee time. Groups will tee-off at 10 minute intervals. 

The first group will tee-off at 7 a.m. 
    The post-tournament luncheon, awards and opportunity 
drawing gala has been canceled. In its place, golfers will be giv-
en a box lunch to take home upon completion of play. Team 
and individual contest winners will be contacted by email. Op-
portunity drawing prizes will be limited to gift cards and gift 
certificates for easy mailing. The drawing is limited to players 
only. 
     This year’s event will be BTSD’s first major fundraiser in over 
one year. If you wish to consider a monetary donation, sponsor-
ships are available at various levels and indicated on the regis-
tration form. You may download the form from the temple’s 
website or call the office and one will be mailed to you. 
     Thank you for your support and if you have any questions, 
please contact the tournament committee. 
In Gassho,  
Ralph Honda, Rich Kaneko and Ron Yagura 
2021 Golf Tournament committee  

FORE! REGISTRATION OPENS FOR 25TH ANNUAL BTSD GOLF TOURNAMENT — EVENT IS JUNE 27 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS HIGHLIGHTS 

The Board of Directors met on February 11: 
    

1. The Board of Directors was installed by Rev. Akahoshi for 
the 2021 year. 
2. The Executive Board positions were approved by the Board. 
     LuAnn Lee, President 
     Michael Kinoshita, 1st Vice President (Ways & Means) 
     Glenn Torio and Ann Ong, 2nd Vice President (Activities) 
     Bill Teague, 3rd Vice President (Membership) 
     Aki Tomiyama, Treasurer 
     Nancy Martinez, Recording Secretary 
3. Laurine Ota, our Social Well-Care Coordinator was nominat-
ed, accepted and  approved as a new Board Member for the 
2021-2023 term. 
4. The list of Standing Committees and Committee chairs were 
reviewed. 
5.  Condolences to Laura Yoshida on the passing of her moth-
er, and to the families of Aiko Valerie and Eiko Eller. 
6.  Affiliated Organizations. Standing Committees and Ad-Hoc 
Committees provided updates on their activities. 
7. Rev. Akahoshi encourages all to take advantage of the many 
webinars, workshops and trainings available on-line.  
   

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING REPORT  
(Meeting held on January 31) 
    

1. The slate of candidates for the 2021-2023 Board of Direc-
tors term was approved. 

2. Financials for 2020 were reviewed. Even with lim-
ited fundraising and no on-site services since early March, 
the fiscal year ended positively thanks to the generosity of the 
Sangha and friends of the temple.  

3. The 2021 operating and improvements budgets were ap-
proved. 

4. Temple committees and affiliated organizations provided 
reports on their activities for the year. Dedicated volunteers 
and staff kept needed communication, outreach, and opera-
tions running. 

5. Copies of the General Membership packet and minutes are 
available upon request.. 

If you know of someone in our temple that needs support, 
please reach out to us.  Call the temple (619) 239-0896 or e-
mail at info@btsd.net.  

Check on our website for updates at http://
www.buddhisttemplesandiego.org/ 

In Gassho,  

LuAnn Lee 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

It’s almost a year from when we shut down. 
Time flies or did it? 

For me, I can’t believe it’s already February. 
At times, it has been a bit stressful especially 
with trying to get a vaccine. The website 
crashed at times and many people were and 
are frustrated trying to get an appointment. 
One good thing is people want to take the 

vaccine but unfortunately the supply is not enough. Some-
times all the COVID-19 and vaccine information can be over-
whelming but I know if we stay the course for just a few 
more months, we will be able to gather again.   

Thank you to BWA reps Junko, Laurine, Mani and Sue M. for 
calling their groups to make sure the Keiro Kai members were 
getting the vaccines or to offer help with scheduling. Also, 
thanks to Karen Okuhara for helping me call on the other 
Temple Keiro Kai members. 

Thank you for all those that attended the General Meeting on 
January 31. We were able to conduct the business of the 
Board of Directors with a quorum. We missed having a lunch 
together but it was nice to see everyone via zoom. Special 
thanks to the members of the Board of Directors including 
the affiliated group representatives for your participation 
throughout the year and for your outstanding reports. If any-
one would like a packet or a particular report, please contact 
the office. It is truly an honor for me to volunteer with such 
generous and dedicated people. 

Appreciation to our Administrative Assistant Linda with assis-
tance from Ken Muraoka for making the calendar that was 
given to our Keiro Kai members. The calendar was an idea 
from Linda, pictures from various photographers and it was 
made with love. Thanks to Kenji Sensei and Ms. Karen for 
delivering the calendars with help from others. 

If anyone is driving around the Chula Vista area and want to 
see a new landscaped front yard, please see Kenji Sensei and 
Karen’s home. Thank you to Ken and the landscapers for do-
ing a great job. It may entice the Akahoshi’s to stay here?  

I would like to invite you to join some workshops put on by 
the BCA and open to everyone. 

On Saturday, February 27, there is a Dharmathon with the 
theme Experience the Nembutsu and a Recognition of Re-
tired Ministers. On Sunday, February 28, the BCA has the An-
nual Eitaikyo Perpetual Memorial Service with Guest Speaker 
Rev. Kodo Umezu and followed by BCA closing program Dhar-
ma Forward featuring Regina Boone and Rev. Marvin Harada, 
Bishop of the BCA. 

See the links on our website. If you see this after the event 
has happened, we hope to have the link to the video’s to 
view at a later date.    

In closing, we want to give our deepest gratitude to all that 
continue to donate to the temple. We are grateful for your 
generosity and thoughtfulness. Be safe and continue to keep 
in touch with one another.  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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BWA NEWS 
   

     Because the availability of the vaccine seemed to have 
come to a halt in recent past, many of us were concerned 
about not getting our second dose which would pretty much 
ensure our safety against getting this dreaded disease. With 
the help of our Temple friends, my husband and I were able 
to get our 2nd inoculation through Sharp at Grossmont Shop-
ping Center. The side effects were more pronounced for us in 
that we felt chills, achiness, and headaches. The soreness in 
the deltoid was more pronounced for me. After about three 
days, the symptoms started to subside, so we were able to 
conduct our lives as we normally do. We know, however, that 
we must continue to wear masks, maintain social distancing, 
and have good hand hygiene even with this vaccination.  
     The activities of the BWA have obviously been curtailed 
due to the pandemic, but we still try to get together through 
Zoom. Qigong, Book Club, our monthly meetings, Southern 
District BWA meetings and, of course, our Temple’s special 
services have all been conducted through Zoom. I feel grate-
ful that we can still see and talk to each other in this manner. 
It certainly has helped me feel less isolated and more in touch 
with the Sangha.  
     In the last Kaiho, I mentioned that Karen Yamada Amos 
was our new treasurer. However, the position has since 
changed, and at this time, we are in search of someone who 
will take over. If you are interested to do this, please let me 
know. Also, just a reminder that $15 membership dues for 
2021 are now being accepted. Thank you for your donation.  
     I want to thank Bill Teague in helping me navigate and add 
articles to our Temple website. Without his assistance, I 
would not have been able to do so for BWA. I can always de-
pend on his help, because whenever, I am stuck on some-
thing, he emails me back instructions. He has made it possible 
for our Temple to have our weekly services presented online 
through YouTube. Reverend Akahoshi has often mentioned 
how important and valuable he has been in maintaining the 
website and setting up the video services among all the other 
responsibilities he has taken on to support the Temple. Thank 
you, Bill. Your Dana in your commitment and service to our 
Temple is deeply appreciated. 
Gassho, 
Mani Ryan 
 

 

 

      
      The scrip program has turned into quite a 

collaboration.  I have to give a lot of thanks and appreciation 
to Nancy and Linda who keep me informed about the status 
of the gift cards so that I can continue to send in orders.  It is 
amazing to me that sometimes our numbers match and 
sometimes they don’t.  Also, thanks to Aki who continues to 
send out the monthly statements.  All of you are greatly ap-
preciated for all that you are doing! 
     Gift cards are available.  You can see what Great Lakes 
Scrip Center has to offer by going to their website.  You don’t 
have to sign in.  You can just go to the bottom of the page 
and click on retailer list and it will open up to show you all the 
gift cards that they have to offer. 
     Hope this month finds you healthy, safe, safe, and well!!  
Take care and remember that we are all in this together!  
Wear your mask and get vaccinated when it’s your turn! 

 

DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS 

     During February, Dharma School continued weekly mini-
services on Sundays via Zoom. Each class takes turns chairing 
the service each week and members from the Sangha or stu-
dents take turns giving dharma talks and lead chanting.  On 
Feb. 21 we joined the temple in observing Nirvana Day, the 
passing of Sakyamuni Buddha.  Following the Nirvana Day ser-
vice, students went into a breakout room and did a community 
service project, called Project Linus.  Project Linus is an organi-
zation that provides new blankets to children in need of 
warmth, security and comfort.  About a dozen families took 
part and made blankets.  Thank you is extended to Nancy Mar-
tinez for organizing this special project. 
     We are helping the Southern District prepare for the up-
coming FDSTL Conference on April 24. Some BTSD teachers 
and staff members are involved in planning and will conduct 
workshops. The conference will be held via Zoom. 
     We will observe Spring O Higan on March 21.  Ralph Honda 
will be giving the Dharma talk for this special service. 

 

SANGHA TEENS 

      On February 14, Valentine’s Day, we got together after the 
Dharma School service and had a spam musubi making activity 
on Zoom.  Arturo Rubio, Paulina Covarrubias, Tabo Isakari and I 
followed the step-by-step instructions for making the yummy 
musubi with Mrs. Avis Honda and Mrs. Lorena Covarrubias.  
Our parents helped with the cutting and cooking the spam and 
then we filled the mold with spam, rice, and nori (seaweed).  It 
was delicious.  Yum! We shared our snacks with our families. 
We are very grateful to Ms. Avis and Mrs. Lorena for delivering 
the musubi kits to us. We look forward to our next activity. 
 
Gassho, 
Sage Seymour, Sangha Teens Activities Chairperson 

   
NEW ON OUR WEBSITE 

By Bill Teague, Web Editor 
Latest Website expansions. 
    

Videos. Now we have menu sections for Japanese Dharma (日

本語法話), Spanish Dharma (Budhismo en Español), and 

Dharma School Service videos.  
Member Site. See the article elsewhere in this issue of the 
newsletter, but there is now a Members only section. If you 
need the password for this section, please email or call the 
office. For everyone there are PDFs of our service book and 
more resources. 
Tentative Calendars. This is a crazy time for planning, but the 
Temple has allowed us to post its monthly calendars for the 
rest of 2021. Go to News and choose Calendars. Linda Reden-
baugh updates the listing of events each month in the center 
and on the edges are the grid calendars with tentative dates. 
Let Us Know. We welcome suggestions and your questions for 
the Website. Just contact the Temple. 

SCRIP NEWS 



  

 

 

 

DONATIONS 
 

The Buddhist Temple of San Diego is grateful to the following individuals for their recent donations to the Temple and its affiliated organiza-
tions. “IMO” means “In memory of.” For a corrections or questions, please contact  the temple office at 619-239-0896 or info@btsd.net.  

BTSD 
Ryan, Mani 
Nakagiri, Karen - Thank you  
   for the Dharma messages 
Becker, Mary 
Higa, Roy 
Plunkett, Gloria  - Grateful for 
   Rev. Akahoshi’s Wed. class 
Alpine, John Mac 
Kashima, Sara - 25th  
   Anniversary Memorial 
   IMO Tets Kashima 
Hidinger, Holly & Ron 
Yamamoto, Koichi & Joyce 
   IMO Chieko Moriyama 
   IMO Roy Yonekura 
Uyeji, Masako 
   IMO S. Kodama 
   IMO E. Asamen 
Yanagihara, Sumiko 
Ochi-Fontanott, Janet 
Cross, Joe 
   IMO Trace & Mildred’s  
   Daughter 
Yokotobi, Fusako 
Gladsjo, Julie 
Sato, Steve 
Honda, Mikiye 
   IMO Ben Honda 
Pop’s, Inc. 
Himaka, Norman & Kathy 
   IMO Osao Himaka 
   IMO Sakiko Kada 
Morinaka, Ron - from family 
Olds, Vivian - Thank you 
   Enjoy the newsletters 
Tomiyama, Alan 
   IMO Roy Yonekura 
   Bussei Script 
Kawasaki, Mildred & Trace 
Moribe, Lee & Susan 
   Special Services 
Hashiguchi, John & Tsune -  
  Calendar 
   John’s 88th Birthday 
Thiemann, Peter A - In appreci-
ation- Kenji Sensei, B1-2-3 
Shigehara, Wilbur & Janice -  
   Calendar 
Yamanishi, Miyoko - Calendar 
   

BODHI DAY SERVICE 
Hidinger, Holly 
Hill, Miyo 
Ohara, Ann 
   

BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS 
Ochi-Fontanott, Janet - 
   Solar Panel Project 
Hill, Miyo 
Kaneshiro, Gale 
   

COVID-19 

Sasaki, Brian & Lorin 
      

DHARMA SCHOOL 
Voorhies, Ruth 
Yonekura, Susan 
Okuhara, Roy & Karen 
Otsuji, Dennis & Elaine 
Nakamura, Jake K. & Patty 
Kawamoto, Mitsuko 
Yanagihara, Sumiko 
   

FLORAL OFFERING  
Okuhara, Roy & Karen 
Otsuji, Dennis & Elaine 
Nakamura, Jake K. & Patty 
Yanagihara, Sumiko 
 

GEN MAINTENANCE  
Okuhara, Roy & Karen 
Otsuji, Dennis & Elaine 
Nakamura, Jake K. & Patty 
Yanagihara, Sumiko 
Tanaka, Kelvin 
 

GOLF 
Hidinger, Holly 
Hill, Miyo 
Ohara, Ann 
 

HO-ON-KO SERVICE 
Graeber, Kiku 
Okuhara, Roy & Karen 
Yanagihara, Sumiko   
Torio, Betty 
Ogasawara, Michiko 
Tsuji, Masako 
Estes, Toshiye 
Tsuneyoshi, Motoo  
Tomiyama, Steve & Aki 
Hashiguchi, John & Tsune 
Spears, Margo 
Tsukamoto, Wayne 
Kawasaki, Kiyoshi & Aileen 
Honda, Mikiye 
Honda, Ralph & Avis 
Moncrief, Mayko 
Gladsjo, Julie 
Nakamura, Jake K & Patty 
Yamamoto, Jane 
Hagio, Quimico 
Tomiyama, Sayoko 
Kida, Katsumi 
Hidinger, Holly 
Kawasaki, Mildred & Trace  
D’Orsi, Ruby 
Hill, Miyo 
Kawamoto, Mitsuko 
Ohara, Ann 
 

Spring O Higan 
Ryan, Mani and 
Yamaguchi, Laura 
Voorhies, Ruth 
 

MAP 

Okuhara, Roy & Karen 
Otsuji, Dennis & Elaine 
Nakamura, Jake K. & Patty 
Yanagihara, Sumiko 
Hashiguchi, John & Tsune 
Torio, Betty 
Alroy, Evelyn 
Yanagihara, Tom Masaru &  
   Colleen 
Ochi, K Kay 
Yamamoto, Jane 
Kawasaki, Kiyoshi & Aileen 
Masumoto, Chiyoko 
Sugiyama, Chiyeko 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Williams, Yukari 
Shigehara, Wilbur & Janice 
Honda, Ralph & Avis 
Okuhara, Roy & Karen      
Nakamura, Jake K. & Patty 
Kinoshita, Michael & Yasuko 
Otsuji, Dennis & Elaine 
Bradford, Qamar A. 
Ohara, Fumiko 
Hotta, JoAnn Katsuda & Eugene 
Kawamoto, Mitsuko 
Yanagihara, Sumiko 
    

NIRVANA DAY 
Sumida, Floyd & Kaytee 
Shigehara, Wilbur & Janice 
Honda, Ralph & Avis 
Hendrix, Hiroko 
Suyenaga, Irene 
Jones, Mikako 
Yamamoto, Jane 
Masumoto, Chiyoko 
Nogata, Yuriko & Sumihiro 
Moncrief, Mayko 
Otsuji, Dennis & Elaine 
Kodama, Jay & family 
Hashiguchi, John & Tsune 
Tanaka, Kelvin 
Sugiyama, Yukiko 
Graeber, Kiku 
 

Kuwada, Howard Kanji & 
Kaneko 
Estes, Toshiye 
Kashima, Jeanie 
Yanagihara, Sumiko 
 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Okuhara, Roy & Karen 
Otsuji, Dennis & Elaine 
Nakamura, Jake K. & Patty 
Yanagihara, Sumiko 
 

SHOTSUKI HOYO 
Yamamoto, Jane 
   IMO George Yamamoto 
Shigehara, Wilbur & Janice 
Ohara, Fumiko - February 
Graeber, Kiku - January 
   IMO Kiyoko Santohigashi 
Estes, Toshiye 
   IMO Patsy Yanagihara 
Yanagihara, Sumiko - January 
   IMO Reno Yanagihara 
   IMO Patsy Yanagihara 
   IMO Mariko Tanizaki 
   IMO Rose Watamura 
Masumoto, Chiyoko 
   IMO Yuki Masumoto 
Yagura, Ronald 
   IMO Iwao Yagura 
Terusaki, Steven 
   IMO Yuri Terusaki 
Honda, Ralph & Avis - February 
Aoyama, K. Alice 
   IMO Satoshi Jack Takagi 
   IMO Robert M. Sakiyabu 
Yamamoto, Jane 
   IMO Iwao Yagura 
 

Correction for February  
donations: 
Sugiyama, Yukiko - 
   Dharma School 
   Ho Onko Service 
   MAP 
   Oseibo 
 

 

 

SOMETHING NEW: 

 Thanks to a suggestion 

from a sangha member, the 

temple now has Koden Thank 

You Cards.  We plan to have a 

few on hand.  If you wish, you 

can add your family’s name to the sentiment inside,  

and have it printed on cream or white.  Please know 

time frames may differ depending on availability.  

Fifty cents each (shipping would be extra). 



  

 

                                            MARCH SHOTSUKI LIST 
 

 The monthly memorial service will be posted to the temple’s YouTube channel on Sunday, March 7. Families and 
friends of anyone who passed away in March are urged to view the video, burn incense at your home O Butsudan 
and Gassho in memory of your deceased loved ones. Please share the video and Dharma messages with family mem-

bers and friends who do not have access to the internet. If you find an error, wish to add a name to the list or have questions on 
accessing the YouTube video, please contact the temple at (619) 239-0896 or email info@btsd.net    Gassho. 

DECEASED FAMILY MEMBER 
Tsugiyo Ishisaki (3-16-1913)......................... Florence Koga 
Tomiye Torimaru (3-18-1923) ................... Torimaru Family 
Sadao Kinoshita (3-28-1923) .................... Kinoshita Family 
Senkichi Yanagihara (3-12-1924) .......... Yanagihara Family 
Iwakichi Okumura (3 -23-1934)............... Yamashita Family 
Matsu Yamanishi (3-26-1945)................ Miyoko Yamanishi 
Yonekichi Tsubakihara (3-27-1959) ........ Kent Tsubakihara 
Mizuno Nakano (3-28-1959) ...................... Minako Nakano 
Shina Shindo (3-28-1959) ........................................Friends 
Tokumatsu Shiosaki (3-14-1960) .................... Iwata Family 
Yoshigoro Mamiya (3-8-1961) .................David Kawamoto 
Kura Hashimoto (3-16-1961) ........................ Kuko Mayeda 
Dennis Suyenaga (3-24-1961) ................. Suyenaga Family 
Sawa Yamanishi (3-18-1962) ................. Miyoko Yamanishi 
Taiki Ikemi (3-22-1964) ................................. Charles Ikemi 
Ichinosuke Kiyono (3-7-1965) .................... Norman Kiyono 
Tsune Haseyama (3-5-1966) ................. Noboru Haseyama 
Fude Hirai (3-9-1967)............................. Dorothy Mansfield 
Shuji Kaneko (3-17-1967) ............................ Kaneko Family 
Zenkichi Iwashita (3-8-1968)...................... Iwashita Family 
Yoshito Yamamoto (3-9-1969) ..................... Kanji Kuwada 
Akira Date (3-18-1969) ........................... Shirley Umekubo 
Fusamatsu Morimoto (3-19-1971) ........... Morimoto Family 
Motono Oto (3-22-1972) ................................... Oto Family 
Matsu Higuchi (3-26-1972) ......................... Yasuko Higuchi 
Shina Nishiuye (3-18-1975) ...................... Yoshiro Nishiuye 
Shimeno Nabeta (3-30-1975) ........................ Joyce Teague 
Shunzo Sakamoto (3-29-1976) .................... Amano Family 
Buyemon Ohara (3-1-1977) ........................... Ohara Family 
Roy Yamada (3-10-1977) ............................... Kimi Yamada 
Teru Kiyono (3-27-1978) ...............................Kiyono Family 
Kiyotaro Osaki (3-13-1979) ................... Sayoko Tomiyama 
Yuku Hosaka (3-20-1980) ............................ Hosaka Family 
Masaaki Tanizaki (3-25-1981) ................................. Friends 
Hanano Matsui (3-11-1983) ................Imori & Curtis Family 
Tets Tachiki (3-18-1983) .............................. Tachiki Family 
Masaru Yanagihara (3-9-1984).............. Yanagihara Family 
Suna Torio (3-24-1985) .................................... Betty Torio 
Haruhiko Otsuji (3-3-1986) ............................ Otsuji Family 
Sukeichi Yamada (3-16-1986) .................. Keisuke Yamada     

DECEASED         FAMILY MEMBER 
Grace Hosaka (3-6-1987) ............................. Hosaka Family 
Kimi Terada (3-24-1987) ............................... Etsuko Smith 
Shiro Takahashi (3-19-1988) ...................... Sugioka Family 
Susumu Yagi (3-23-1989)..................................Yagi Family 
Zenpachi Kubota (3-28-1989)...................... Chiyoe Kubota 
Tsune Yamasaki  ....................................... Atsuko Thomas 
Hideo B. Watamura (3-10-1990) ........... Elizabeth Takasaki 
Hisaji Taniguchi (3-15-1993) .................... Robert Taniguchi 
Miyuki Takanashi (3-31-1994) ................ Minoru Takanashi 
Thomas Yonekura (3-1-1995) ..................Yonekura  Family 
Haruki Koba (3-25-1995) ................................. Duane Koba 
Mieko Holt (3-29-1995) ......................................... Joe Holt  
Masaru Niwata (3-29-1995) .............................. Joe Niwata 
Shoichi Nomura (3-28-1997) ..................... Kiyoko Nomura 
Chisato Kuroye (3-18-1998) ............................. Roy Kuroye 
Kiyo Kawasaki (3-22-1998) ........................ Trace Kawasaki 
Rosie Yamada (3-4-2001) ...................... Laurence Yamada 
Fumie A. Martin (3-23-2001) ....................... Tazuno Lowell 
Masahito Iwanaga (3-6-2002) .................. Masami Iwanaga 
Kiyoko Hazel Baker (3-10-2002) .................... Miyo Tanaka 
Michael S. Kawamoto (3-13-2003) ..........Kawamoto Family 
Misao Kawasaki (3-5-2005) .......................Kawasaki Family 
Mark Isao Kasubuchi (3-27-2005) ............ Naoye Kasubuchi 
Rui Nemoto (3-11-2007) ............................ Fumiko Hayashi 
Fred Nabeta (3-14-2007) .............................. Joyce Teague 
Sam Amano (3-6-2008) .............................. Takeko Amano 
Yoshiko Kawato (3-28-2009) .................... Nancy Nakatani 
Susumu Kawato (3-22-2010) .................... Nancy Nakatani 
Tadami Maruyama (3-12-2011) ................ Michi Maruyama 
Katie Tomoe Krause (3-28-2011) ................. Pamela Lopez 
Shizuko Tsukamoto (3-3-2012) ............. Wayne Tsukamoto 
Mary Haruko Yagura (3-5-2013) ....................... Ron Yagura 
Ben Shizuto Sekishiro (3-30-2013) ............. Victor Sekishiro 
Bruce Riyou Moriyama (3-24-2014) ........ Moriyama Family 
Gilbert Shuji Wakisaka (3-27-2015)..... Gail Susan Wakisaka 
Tohoru Hidutsu Shimizu (3-1-2016)…………...Paula Shimizu 
Richard Iwao Ito Sr. (3-21-2016)……………..……..Richard Ito 
Ayako Otsuji (3-27-2017)................................Otsuji Family 

Emiko Ishisaki (3-12-19)................................Florence Koga 

M E M O R I A L   S E R V I C E S  
MEMORIAL SERVICES allow us to pay homage to loved ones who have passed away. In our Jodo Shinshu tradition, family members hold a 

service at certain intervals following a relative’s death to express gratitude for and acknowledge their continuing influence in our lives.  
If you wish to schedule a memorial service for a loved one, please call during weekly office hours.  

 

2021 is the memorial year for those who passed away in: 
1st Year Memorial 2020  13th Year Memorial 2009  27th Year Memorial 1995 
3rd Year Memorial 2019  17th Year Memorial 2005  33rd Year Memorial 1989 
7th Year Memorial 2015  25th Year Memorial 1997  50th Year Memorial 1972 



  

 

 



  

 

Guest Speaker in March 
     Join us in welcoming our guest for Spring Ohigan on 
March 21, Rev. Yuki Sugahara, resident minister of the Ore-
gon Buddhist Temple. 
     Rev. Sugahara is originally from Shimane Prefecture locat-
ed just north of Hiroshima. He comes from a temple family 
on both his father's (Kōrinji) and mother's (Gokurakuji) side. 
He lived in the United States as a Junior in high school in 
Rochester, New York (under the Rotary Club exchange stu-
dent program). Serving as a Kiyoshi 
minister in Japan since 2002, he re-
turned to the United States in 2009, 
and under the International Ministerial 
Orientation Program at the Jodo 
Shinshu Center in Berkeley, California. 
In 2011 he was assigned to the Bud-
dhist Church of Florin and has been 
serving the Oregon Buddhist Temple since 2017. 
Interesting Facts. He plays bass guitar (earlier he played with 
the rock group Jelly Belly) and (before the pandemic) taught 
Ying Jow Pai (Eagle Claw School) Kung Fu to Dharma School 
students in a weekly class.  
     Since the start of the pandemic, Sugahara Sensei live-
streams daily morning services at 8 a.m. and has posted vid-
eos, including series on the Letters on Rennyo and Shinran’s 
Jodo Wasan, Koso Wasan, and now in process, Shozomatsu 
Wasan. To see these videos visit the Oregon Buddhist Tem-
ple’s YouTube channel.  

  BUDDHIST EDUCATION  

OPPORTUNITIES IN MARCH 
 

We continue the use of tools like video and Zoom to con-
tinue Buddhist education during the pandemic.  
Video We continue to post Temple videos on the Temple 
Website, YouTube, and increasingly on the Temple Face-
book page. These postings increase the reach of the 
Dharma and viewership continues to grow. 
Zoom is our primary method now of offering live interac-
tion. Opportunities for live interaction include: 
  Occasional Special Services. Last month’s combined BWA 
Memorial and Nirvana Day services is a good example. 
  BTSD Dharma School.  Each Sunday our Dharma School 
students lead readings and chanting, and host most mini 
services. Each month there is a major service led by Rev. 
Laverne Imori or Rev. Maribeth Smith. This not just for 
kids! It is inspiring to attend these services. If you would 
like to attend these live Sunday services, please contact 
the Temple so you can receive an invitation to join. (We 
promise to review each request carefully. A short survey is 
required.) 
   Buddhism 1-2-3. Each Wednesday night at 7 p.m. we 
host this open-ended discussion class led by Kenji Sensei 
for most sessions. The virtual nature of this meeting has 
allowed attendance to broaden across the country 
(California, Hawaii, Pennsylvania, and Utah). To learn 
more contact the Temple or visit the Temple’s website 
homepage and scroll down to click on Buddhism 1-2-3. 

 

2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
ELECTED POSITIONS 
 PRESIDENT - LuAnn Lee  
 1st VICE PRESIDENT (Ways & Means) - Michael Kinoshita  
 2nd VICE PRESIDENT (Activities) - Glenn Torio  
     Ann Ong - Assistant 
 3rd VICE PRESIDENT (Membership) - Bill Teague  
 TREASURER (Controller - Reconciliation) - Akie Tomiyama 
 RECORDING SECRETARY - Nancy Martinez  
COMMITTEE POSITIONS   
Corresponding Secretary - Karen Tom    
Assistant Treasurer - Glenn Negoro    
Assistant Treasurer (Donations) - Nancy Martinez  
BEC - Bill Teague    
BINGO - Qamar Bradford, Ralph Honda  
Building & Improvements - Michael Kinoshita,  
     Nancy Martinez 
Eitaikyo/Endowment/Investments - Roy Okuhara 
IRC - Kaytee Sumida 
Ministerial Affairs - Ralph Honda 
Scholarship - Lisa Umekubo/Jamie Shimizu 
Scouting - Ken Muraoka (Laverne Imori) 
Social Welfare  - Laurine Ota 
Technology - Tim Kajita 
Temple Affairs - LuAnn Lee 
Temple Operations - Ralph Honda 
Director at Large - Kimberly Kruse 
Director at Large - Gregg Yonekura 
 

Director at Large - Carol Baker 
Director at Large - Laura Yoshida 
Ex-Officio - Glenn Torio 
Ministerial Advisor - Rev. Dr. Kenji Akahoshi 
ORGANIZATIONS 
  BWA - Mani Ryan, Sue Moribe 
  Dharma School - Lisa Umekubo 
  ABA - Ralph Honda 
  Jr. YBA - Ken Muraoka, Sharyn Kang  
     (Jenna Sasaki, Zoe Yamamoto) 
  Taiko - Laura Yoshida/Laura Yamamoto 
  Sangha Teens - Avis Honda, Lorena Covarrubias  



  

 



  

 


