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NO SELF -- WHOLE SELF
By Rev. Dr. Kenji Akahoshi,
Resident Minister

Happy New Year! This simple seasonal
greeting might invite the question of how
might we bring happiness into our lives?
Let us see how life would look if we saw it
from a completely different perspective.

The Buddha’s Enlightenment was a resolution to
the imbalance or suffering (duhkha) that pervades life.
Happiness is a human quality that we can associate with
the bliss that he experienced. So, we might use two
words to differentiate two levels of awakening.
“Happiness” can refer to a state of common experience.
“Bliss” may be used to refer to a higher spiritual state.
This is just an artificial and convenient means to describe
aspects of his Teachings. After his Enlightenment, the
Buddha pondered whether others could comprehend
this profound wisdom. His Teachings offer Truth at many
different levels as he described the method of upaya, or
“skillful means of teaching.” Nagarjuna used the meta-
phor of fingers pointing to the truth of the moon to indi-
cate that the various means of teachings were not truth
itself.

The intent of this New Year’s article is to illus-
trate that the Buddha’s Teachings indicate that our mun-
dane concerns can only be resolved at a higher or spiritu-
al level. Our mundane world is contained within the rule
of duality. Every item is defined by its opposite: up/
down, inside/outside, black/white, right/wrong, myself/
other, life/death. The resolution is a balance of both
sides which the Buddha noted as the “middle path.”
Since the solution includes both elements, it is consid-
ered to be on a different or higher plane. Consider any
sporting event or legal proceeding. It takes a referee or
judge who is above the dueling sides to determine a solu-
tion. How might this work on our daily concerns?

The aspiration of the Buddha is to resolve the
existential questions of sickness, old age, and death. His
Enlightenment revealed that the depth of awakening had
to involve a higher plane. His insight revealed that the
universe is bound by the two factors of impermanence
and interdependence. The truth of impermanence re-
veals the change and deterioration of all entities. The
truth of interdependence reveals that everything is con-
nected. What seems to be independent entities are ac-
tually smaller components of a greater whole. Thus, indi-
vidual cells are part of larger organs. Individual organs
are part of a body. Individual bodies are part of a com-
munity. Individual communities are part of an

ecosystem. Individual ecosystems are part of a planet.
Individual planets are part of a solar system. Individual
solar systems are part of galaxies. Individual galaxies are
part of a universe. What comes next?

What comes next might be called the spiritual. The
Buddha called it thusness, emptiness, or dharmakaya.
These words point to the truth of existence. Just as individ-
ual cells comprise a body, our individual bodies comprise
our world. Essentially, our individual bodies are part of a
spiritual reality. Our usual concern is for the maintenance
and future of our individual bodies and minds. However,
our resolution or awakening realizes that a spirituality
flows through all things. Are we individual bodies that seek
some spirituality or are we spirit inhabiting physical bodies?
We are like most other animals if we think that we are
simply bodies that are somehow infuse with life. However,
if we accept that we are spirit that has been gifted with
human bodies, our entire perspective of life changes. |
think the Buddhism and many religions are advocating this
second idea.

This is a difficult concept to accept, especially since
our physical bodies are tangible and the spiritual world is
illusive. But the impermanence of our bodies is hard to
deny. So, the idea of individual souls is a solution of some
religions. However, a universal soul might define a Bud-
dhist interpretation. As ordinary people, we are anchored
with our thought that our ego-self is true and real. Howev-
er, as Buddhists, we are encouraged to experience this
truth that “no self” is actually “Whole Self.”

This is not to say that we are Buddhas. But as cells
are part of the body, the self is part of the whole. Namo
Amida Butsu can mean that | am held by immeasurable
light and infinite life (Amida Buddha). Interdependence
reminds us that we are connected to the infinite past and
infinite future by this spiritual thread. As humans, we have
the unique capacity to awaken to this truth of being spiritu-
al beings. Wisdom and Compassion are characteristics of
the spirit that can be expressed by our bodies. Meaning,
joy, and bliss come to us when we are in this state of
awareness. Spiritual can mean that the physical loss of a
loved one can be countered by the continued connection
on a spiritual plane. Let us expand this thought by follow-
ing Shinran’s teachings in future articles. Gassho
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NEW YEAR’S GREETING FROM HONGWANUI

Happy New Year, everyone! At the beginning of this New Year, | would
like to extend my best regards to you all.

Last year again, following the year before, Japan, as well as many other
countries in the world, was struck with multiple natural disasters. | would
like to convey my deepest condolences to those who lost their lives
through those disasters and express my sympathy to everyone affected. In
addition, we must never forget that armed conflicts and terror attacks as
well as severe starvation is making it difficult to live, and lives are being
lost every day.

Last September | had an opportunity to make an official visit to the
temples of the Buddhist Churches of America as Monshu for the first time.
This allowed me to complete the first round of visitations to all of the overseas districts which in-
clude Canada, Hawaii, South America, and the US mainland.

Although every temple and district has its own history and background, many of the overseas
Jodo Shinshu temples were established and have been cherished by the Japanese immigrants and
their descendants. Reflecting on how sincerely our predecessors entrusted themselves to the Bud-
dha Dharma and how importantly they thought of their temples while facing many difficulties such
as World War ll, | cannot help but feel grateful and even awe for their tremendous efforts as well as
many other wondrous circumstances that have allowed the Jodo Shinshu teaching to be handed
down to us today.

However, a considerable amount of time has passed since the Japanese emigrated overseas, and
the lifestyle of their descendants, as well as the world situation have changed greatly. In accordance
with these changes, quite a few people who are not of ethnically Japanese origin have also come to
appreciate the teaching clarified by Shinran Shonin, and attend our overseas temples.

What caused this is nothing but the universality of the Jodo Shinshu teaching that transcends
time and space. In other words, Amida Buddha’s compassion equally reaches and nondiscriminately
embraces everyone in the midst of all sorts of pain and agony.

In this year, let us continue to listen to the Dharma, considering it is directed to each one of us,
and keep moving forward to share it with many other people as possible.

January 1, 2020

OHTANI Kojun

Monshu

Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha
Kyoto, Japan

GOMONSHU’S VISIT: On
September 4, 2019, BTSD
Sangha members and
friends welcomed his emi-
nence, OHTANI Kojun,
Monshu, and 25th spiritual
leader of the Jodo Shinshu
Buddhist tradition on his
official visit to San Diego.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

| was grateful to have both of my
kids home for Thanksgiving this year along
with immediate and extended family and
friends.

This year, cousin Michael and Yasuko
Kinoshita, had the Furuhashi family from Ja-
pan visiting. We are so thankful for Hideo
Furuhashi and his family from the Tokyo area because they
brought our new mochi machines (grinders) over from Ja-
pan. Mochitsuki at BTSD was a lot easier and productivity
faster due directly to these new machines ordered by
Michael, brought over by the Furuhashi family, and new
burners for the steamers from Ken Muraoka. We received
many compliments on the quality of the mochi.

Also, thank you to co-chairs Ralph Honda and Glenn
Negoro and to the crew who laid down all the paper, set up
the tables, supplies and machines. We give appreciation to
the BWA and friends for their expertise in cutting and mold-
ing the kasane and ko-mochi. Thanks to Mildred and Miki for
taking care of the kitchen lunch needs and to all that came
to help in the many tasks and duties of Mochitsuki 2019. It is
truly a cultural tradition that is treasured by all.

With Thanksgiving falling so late in November, De-
cember followed 3 days later.

As always, | think to myself, this year I'm going to
have all my decorations out, presents bought and wrapped,
everything done so | can relax and enjoy the holidays. As |
write this, it is one week away from December 25" and my
to-do list is very long.

Even though it is hectic, husband Harold and | were
able to find time to drive our son Kevin back to Korea Town
in Los Angeles, where he now lives. He showed us his place
and to our surprise, showed us the subway nearby. One of
the routes run from his apartment to the Art district near J-
town where he currently works. | was amazed that he gets
around without a car and like his friends, use public trans-
portation. It was great to see Little Tokyo in L.A. busy with a
few new stores open and lots of young and older people
eating and shopping on a Sunday night. A couple of his
friends live in J-town apartments. We also visited the Go for
Broke 442nd monument near the Japanese American Na-
tional Museum (JANM). | would recommend checking it out
when you are in the area.

As 2019 turns to 2020, Bingo as we have known it
will come to a close. | want to thank the Bingo Kings, Gene
Davies, Bob Poston and Buzzard for manning the Bingo
nights for so many years. Many fond memories were had by
all that attended and they will be missed. We wish them all
the best and know they will be frequent visitors for Bingo
nights but will be on the other side playing the game instead
of running it. BTSD will be taking over this month.

In closing, | want to say thank you to all of you for
supporting the temple this year.

Happy New Year!
In Gassho, LUAnn Lee

BTSD BUSSEI SCRIPT
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BOARD HIGHLIGHTS

The Board of Directors met on December 12th -

1. Payment of the registration fee for Rev. Akahoshi to
attend the Winter Pacific Seminar was approved.

2. The deposit for Rev. Akahoshi's June 26-28th retreat
was approved for payment.

3. Koden was approved for the late Rev. Doei Fujii, South-
ern Alameda County Buddhist Church.

4. Condolences to the family of Mrs. Kisae Ohara.

5. The Board approved a budget for the Minister Assis-
tants Program for the 2020 fiscal year.

6. An interior camera system (hardware) for the Hondo/
main building was approved.

7. A modification to the donation check-off list for the
2020 membership form was approved.

8. With a committee in place, the Board approved the
temple becoming the sole operator of Bingo for the 2020
year. Six sessions are scheduled.

BWA NEWS

December was a busy month for the BWA members.
The Almond Brittle sale continued to be a popular item for
many members to purchase especially for the holiday sea-
son. In addition, one of our busy BWA “Elfettes”, Miyo
Hill, was busy distributing gift cards through the Temple’s
Script program. Through this sale, the Temple received a
rebate from merchants. It’s an easy way to purchase gifts
for friends and family and support the Temple.

Our very busy BWA “Elfettes” were also making and
preparing items for the popular BWA Craft sales. The sale
at San Diego State University turned out to be fun filled
and very profitable. We sold more than $400 worth of
items. It was a busy day for the hardworking members
who came out starting at 7 am and sold items until 3 pm.
A special thank you to Roy and Karen Okuhara for organiz-
ing this event through the University, and for delivering
the items, setting them up and returning the unsold crafts
back to Temple. Some members took the Tolley to the
University and saved on parking and gas. Go Ecosangha!!!

Our incredible craft leader, Ruby Hara, had announced
her retirement after at least 6 years of dedicated work to
launch and maintain this important BWA fundraiser. We
thank her for her inspirational guidance, creativity and
long hours creating so many beautiful items. She will be
dearly missed.

Our annual Bonenkai was celebrated at the Black An-
gus Restaurant. Laurine Ota and Kikue Graeber diligently
organized this event for our members to enjoy. The food
was delicious and we had a very fun holiday gift exchange.
It was delightful to see the many happy faces and to hear
the “oohs and awes” when members and friends opened
their lovely gifts.

No BWA meeting in January, next meeting Feb. 2.

For more information about the BWA, go to the Tem-
ple’s website: http://www.buddhisttemplesandiego.org
Respectfully submitted, Mani Ryan
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DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS

Happy New Year! We hope everyone had a won-
derful holiday with family and friends. Students were busy
in December! They did random acts of kindness and
thought about things they are grateful for everyday by
writing them down on a calendar. Hopefully this will con-
tinue throughout the New Year.

Thank you to Dharma School students and their
parents for supporting the mochitsuki. It was great to see
so many students helping at the various work stations. By
participating in this event, students continue to bond with
Dharma School friends and temple members, as well as
better understand the Japanese culture.

Sensei Laverne Imori put together and led a Chil-
dren’s Service for our Dharma School students. The pur-
pose of the Children’s Service is for students to learn the
etiquette of a Buddhist service as well as develop their
leadership skills by learning how to lead their own service.
Students enjoyed sounding the Kansho as well as reciting
the Ti Sarana and Our Pledge. Students are looking for-
ward to our next Children’s Service.

We hope to see all families at the New Year’s Eve
and New Year’s Day services. Wishing everyone a healthy,
happy and prosperous 2020!

JANUARY 2020

JR. YBA NEWS

Happy New Year everyone! Hopefully everyone
enjoyed the holiday season. We're excited about 2020
and all the activities we have planned!

We'd like to thank everyone once again for their
generous donations for our 2019 Thanksgiving Basket
Food Drive. Thanks to the Sangha, we were able to make
5 Thanksgiving meals for people in need.

Last month, | attended our temple’s Mochitsuki. It
was really fun to help out and as always, the mochi was
delicious.

We're very excited to be hosting the Southern
District Jr. YBL's Seminar 2 with the Vista Jr. YBA on March
7th! Our theme is Impermanent vs. “I’'m Permanent,” and
we hope to work with our fellow Jr. YBA members to
acknowledge that time is fleeting, and therefore to devel-
op a deeper appreciation for life and what’s important to
us. We're planning on holding 3 workshops, and we’re
looking forward to planning the seminar this month!

As for other Southern District activities, we’re
looking forward to this year’s religious retreat. I'm plan-
ning to attend along with my sister, and | hope the retreat
is as enlightening as it was the last two years!

We'd like to thank the Sangha for the endless sup-
port we’ve received in 2019. Without you, we wouldn’t be
able to do as much as we do, so thank you. We hope eve-
ryone has a great 2020! In gassho, Zoe Yamamoto

cember 8.

EXTENDING A HEARTFELT THANK YOU FOR ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL MOCHITSUKI

A threat of inclement weather did not dampen the spirits for the annual mochitsuki. After an early
M drizzle before sunrise, balmy weather brought warmth, some blue skies and a lot of energy as the temple
{ held its traditional Japanese cultural event of making mochi (sweet rice cakes) for the new year on De-

The temple wishes to thank everyone, from the youngest Dharma School student, to the young-at-

heart, community friends and students from various high schools for a fun day of making mochi.

We cooked 850 pounds of mochigome (sweet rice) which produced 1,275 pounds of mochi. Much of the workday be-
gan at 6 a.m. The final batch of cooked rice came off the steamer at 12:30 p.m.

With the addition of new equipment, including stove burners and three new mochi machines from Japan, production
improved, making the cooking more efficient, a bit faster and producing great-tasting mochi.

There were many stations where volunteers jumped in and helped. The men-folk steamed the mochigome. Many of
the young people, and experienced pounders helped grind, turn and pound the mochi. Many ladies, and a few men, cut
and shaped the mochi into small circular morsels and, also prepared the larger kasane mochi. Volunteers cooled the mo-
chi, preparing it for packaging. It was then weighed and bagged at the packaging station. Bags were then delivered to the
sales/pick up area where volunteers assembled the orders and passed out the 2020 BCA calendars.

For the last five years, students from various high schools and colleges have volunteered their time to assist with the
mochi-making production. Many students from Canyon Crest Academy, Torrey Pines High, Scripps Ranch High and Madi-
son High participated in the event.

Thank you to volunteers who washed rice on the Friday before mochitsuki. And, to the crew who set up the equipment
on a rainy Saturday.

Many thanks to the volunteers who provided lunch for the hungry workers. The variety of food was outstanding!
Thanks to many folks who brought their favorite lunch dish and desserts to share.

Thank you to customers who purchased both ko-mochi and Kasane.

Arigato Gozaimashita! Thank you to everyone for all of your efforts.

An extended thank you to the BWA for selling their brittle, popcorn and craft items for the holiday season. To Kaytee
Sumida for taking care of the White Elephant sales and Kris Tokunaga for her Tupperware and seasonal holiday sales.

Another successful mochitsuki is in the books. We hope that everyone had a fun experience and enjoyed eating mochi
for on those cold mornings. Hope all of you have circled December 13 on your calendar for Mochitsuki 2020.

With deepest appreciation and In Gassho,
Ralph Honda and Glenn Negoro, Mochitsuki Co-chairs
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COMMUNITY BINGO TO 2020 Dates*
CONTINUE IN 2020
BTSD TO ASSUME POPULAR PROGRAM, January 11
SAY THANK YOU TO VFW GROUP February 8
March 14
The temple is proud to announce that June 13
it will continue the community BINGO September 12
program in 2020. *December 5
. . More Dates to b
A committee has formed and will as- et i
sume the responsibilities of running the

popular Saturday evening sessions that the VFW, Asian
Pacific Post 4851 (the post), has maintained at the temple
for the past 12 years. Members of the post have decided
to call it a career, relax and support BINGO as players.

Six dates have been confirmed for 2020: January 11,
February 8, March 14, June 13, September 12 and Decem-
ber 5. Stay tuned for the announcement of additional
dates.

For the January session, food and beverage concessions
will include sales of hot dogs, chili dogs, donuts, coffee,
hot tea and water.

Doors open at 4:30 and the first game begins at 6 pm.

For $10 you may purchase a 12-game package of ex-
citing BINGO games. The package includes an additional
warm-up game and an opportunity drawing ticket stub.
Extra cards may be purchased for 50-cents each. Pull tabs
may be purchased for 25-cents each.

The BINGO committee includes, Qamar Bradford, Ralph
Honda, Norman Kiyono, Arturo Rubio, Sensei Maribeth
“Smitty” Smith, Kris Tokunaga and Ron Tokunaga. If you
have any questions regarding the BINGO program, request
to volunteer your time or would like to serve on the com-
mittee, please ask a committee member or contact the
temple for more information.

Bring family and friends (18-years-old and older) and
enjoy a Saturday evening with a chance to yell BINGO!

THANK YOU TO THE VFW

BTSD extends a heartfelt thank you to the gentlemen of
the post who have hosted the BINGO for 45 years, with
the last 12 years being held at the temple.

Under the dedicated leadership of Bob Buzzard, Gene
Davies and Bob Poston, these individuals, along with their
comrades have led the monthly session for the community
to enjoy.

During the final session of 2019, held on December 14,
members were recognized for their dedicated service to-
wards the program. Buzzard, Davies and Poston, along
with Ken Knoof and Gary Himaka, were applauded for their
efforts. The gentlemen, who received a rousing ovation
from over 50 players, added that they will continue to sup-
port the community BINGO sessions. Patrons were also
treated to delicious cake and ice cream provided by Linda
Canada and the Himaka families.

The trio have graciously volunteered to assist the new
committee’s transition with the BINGO program over the
next two to three sessions.

2019 Winter Clothing
Donation Drive Ends:
Bringing A Little Warmth
To San Diego’s Homeless

The Dana Group wishes to thank all temple members
and Dharma friends who supported the 2019 Winter
Clothing Donation Drive. Thanks to your donations we
were able to collect four large boxes and two large bags
full of sweaters, jackets, sweatshirts, socks and other cold
weather clothing items.

All these items were picked up by Streets of Hope and
they were very grateful and amazed by the amount of
donations collected by our temple. This organization holds
an event every Monday night in which they go out and
distribute bags of food, water and other items among San
Diego’s homeless. The image that accompanies this text
shows your donations being distributed in Downtown San
Diego on the evening of December 16.

Again, thank you so much for your support. Your gener-
osity brings a little warmth to San Diego’s homeless.

Hda scRrIP NEWS

As | look back on this past year, it has been a year
of change. Although, we didn’t change banks, things did
change with the bank. The bank began charging for
things that they hadn’t before and so now the scrip ac-
count had to maintain a larger balance or get charged a
monthly fee. Unfortunately, this meant that even though
we made money, it won’t be as much as we have in the
past.

Thank you to all the people who bought gift cards
throughout the year and for all the years past. We try to
keep on hand those cards that people purchase most
often. If there are gift cards that you would like us to
stock. Please let Miyo know.

Let us take this opportunity to wish you “Season’s
Greetings” and a very “Happy New Year!” Akemashite
Omedeto Gozaimasu!

BTSD WILL PARTICPATE WITH GARDEN
VILLAS FRIDAY LUNCH PROGRAM

As part of the ongoing community service program,
BTSD will once again participate in the Garden Villas Friday
Senior Lunch program.

For a nominal fee, delicious and hearty hot lunches will
be served each Friday, prepared by the local Nikkei volun-
teer organizations and Garden Villa staff.

BTSD will be coordinating lunches on the following
dates: January 31, April 3 and May 22.

If you wish to volunteer your time, or would like to sug-
gest a main menu item, please contact Mildred Kawasaki
or the temple.

Garden Villas (formerly Kiku Gardens) is located at 1260
Third Avenue, Chula Vista, 91911
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The Buddhist Temple of San Diego is grateful to the following individuals for their recent donations to the Temple and its affiliated
organizations. “IMO” means “In memory of.” For a correction, please inform our secretary at (619) 239-0896 or info@btsd.net.

BUDDHIST TEMPLE
Segal, Larry P
Doami, Koko
IMO Mrs. Joyce Terao’s
Grandson
Omori, Shirley
IMO Kirk Akahoshi
Ohara, Ann & Karen - 49th
Day Service for Kisae Ohara
Kisae Ohara Service
Aoyama, K. Alice - Taiko Grp
Szechinski, Hiroko
Hashiguchi, John & Tsune
IMO Kirk Akahoshi
IMO Kisae Ohara
Martinez, Nancy
Yanagihara, Sumiko
Negoro, Glenn
Hill, Miyo
Graeber, Kiku
Rubio-Torres, Arturo
Hashiguchi, John
Kawasaki, Kiyoshi & Aileen
Davies, Eugene
Honda, Mikiye
Omori, Shirley
IMO Kiyoshi Moniji
Nakamura, Wendy
Sugiyama, Yukiko - Offering
Bussei Script

BODHI DAY SERVICE
Hashiguchi, John
Ohara, Fumiko
Honda, Mikiye
Sumida, Kathleen
Kashima, Jeanie
Yamanishi, Miyoko
Kawasaki, Kiyoshi & ltsuko
Kida, Katsumi

Torio, Betty

Aoyama, K. Alice
Graeber, Kiku
Voorhies, Ruth
Matsumoto, Akiko and Ken
Nakamura, Jake K.
Honda, Ralph
Yanagihara, Sumiko
Kawasaki, Trace
Kaneshiro, Gale
Seymour, Leslie
Baker, Carol

Spears, Margo
Yamanishi, Alan
Kawamoto, Yukio and Mitsu
Nogata, Yuriko
Kodama, Jay
Masumoto, Chiyoko
Suyenaga, Irene
Okuhara, Roy & Karen
Moriyama, Chieko
Otsuji, Dennis
Hendrix, Hiroko
Sugiyama, Yukiko

Jones, Mikako

BUILDING IMPROVEMENT
Kaneshiro, Gale
Sumida, Floyd

DHARMA SCHOOL
Ochi, K Kay
Mitchell, Jonathan

EITAIKYO FUND
Koga, Florence
IMO Emiko Ishisaki
IMO Ishisaki Family
IMO Irene & Kazuo Koga
Yamamoto, Koichi & Joyce
IMO Haruko Otsuji,
Father
IMO Ayako Otsuiji,
Mother
IMO Noboru Yamamoto,
Father
IMO Shizue Yamamoto,
Mother
IMO Sachiya Yamamoto
Sister

EITAIKYO SERVICE
Kaneshiro, Gale

Tsuji, Masako

Yamamoto, Koichi & Joyce
Tsuji, Masako

END OF YEAR (JOYA-E)
Hashiguchi, John & Tsune
Yanagihara, Sumiko
Moriyama, Chieko

FLORIAL OFFERING
Ochi, K Kay
Yamamoto, June
Mitchell, Jonathan

GEN MAINTENANCE
Ochi, K Kay
Yamamoto, June
Mitchell, Jonathan

MAP
Seymour, Leslie
Mitchell, Jonathan

MEMBERSHIP

We thank the following
individuals & families for
their recent renewals

Moniji, Yoshiko
2020

Sakow, Toshiko
Mitchell, Jonathan

MOCHI GOME DONATIONS
Kaneshiro, Gale
Negoro, Glenn

Yonekura, Roy

IMO Frank Yonekura
Martinez, Nancy

IMO Mary E Root
Negoro, Glenn

Honda, Mikiye
Tsuneyoshi, Miki
Gladsjo, Julie
Tomiyama, Steve
Tanaka, Laurence K. and

Sheryl IMO Yukiko Negoro
Yamamoto, Koichi Santohigashi, Shunichi -
Teague, Bill November Shotsuki Hoyo

Kawasaki, Kiyoshi & Aileen Dec. Shotsuki Hoyo

Smith, Maribeth “Smitty” Ochi, K Kay

Ochi-Fontanott, Janet IMO Tadasu Oya

Benson, Agnes IMO Eiji Oya

Tom, Karen Kawamoto, Yukio and Mitsu
IMO Manaye Mayumi

OSEIBO Graeber, Kiku

IMO Taiji Santohigashi
Matsumoto, Akiko and Ken

IMO Mrs. Nobu Nishii
Kawasaki, Kiyoshi & ltsuko
Imori, Laverne

IMO Tsuruyo Kawamoto
Takashima, Wilbur

IMO Ben Honda
Sugiyama, Chiyeko

IMO Yasu Akiyama

Hashiguchi, John & Tsune
Okuhara, Roy & Karen
Sumida, Floyd & Kaytee

SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Ochi, K Kay
Mitchell, Jonathan

SHOTSUKI HOYO

Nishi, Toyo ‘
- i Nakagawa, Mami
Mo Nobqe Nishil IMO Masako Nadahara -
Honda, Mikiye
Honda, Ralph January
IMO lBen Honda IMO Nobuo Nadahara -
December

GUEST MINISTERS ANNOUNCED FOR
2020 MAJOR SERVICES

Each year, the temple invites guest ministers/speakers
to our special services to share the Dharma. For 2020, the
lineup of guest ministers is outstanding. Here is the list
for the year:

Ho Onko: Jan. 19 — Rev. Noriaki Ito,
Higashi Honganji Buddhist Temple
Nirvana/BWA Memorial: Feb. 16 —
Rev. Diana Thompson, Tri-State Buddhist Temple
Spring Higan: March 15 — Ministers Assistants
Hanamatsuri: April 12 — Rev. Henry Adames,
San Mateo Buddhist Temple
Gotan-E: May 17 — Ministers Assistants
O Bon: July 26 — Rev. Matthew Hamasaki,
Sacramento Buddhist Church
Fall Higan: September 20 — Rev. Kurt Rye, Fresno
Eitaikyo: November 8 —
Rev. Masanori Watanabe, Oxnard Buddhist Temple

Details on presentations by each guest minister will
appear in the monthly Bussei Script newsletter.

The temple looks forward to hosting the special guests
and invites the entire Sangha and friends to attend the
major services to hear, listen and receive the Dharma
from the senseis (teachers). In Gassho



JANUARY SHOTSUKI LIST

The January Shotsuki Hoyo (MEMORIAL SERVICE) will be held Sunday, January 5, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. in conjunction with the Dharma School and
Family Service. Families and friends of anyone who passed away during the month of January are urged to attend and burn incense. If there are any
errors in the list, please contact the temple at (619) 239-0896 or e-mail info@btsd.net

The Temple and Sangha offers sincere condolences to the family and friends of:
Pat Heyamoto ~ December 14, 2019
Chiyeko Yagi ~ December 21, 2019

DECEASED FAMILY MEMBER
Kotake Kondo (1-14-1923) .............eeovvervevereeneee . Ruth Voorhies
Mitsuko Kuwada (1 -28-1938)........cccevervrrvrreernrerrnreins Kanji Kuwada
Sutematsu Iwata (1-4-1941) .....cccovvvvvivrreerrirrnn, Frances A. Burton
Tsunekichi Higuchi (1-7-1942).........cccoeoeneenenrennens Higuchi Family
Jiro Niizawa (1-13-1942)........ccovvivreveirecreerseenns Norman Kiyono
Chosaburo Yamashita (1-27-1954).......... ..........Emiko Yamashita
Bill Koga (1-22-1956)........cvevrirneererneeieireineiseiseeeiens Florence Koga
Matsuno Fujimoto (1-5-1957).......cccccoveververcerrnrirennn, Amano Family
Chiyono Tomiyama (1-15-1957)......c.cccceevevirennenn. Sayoko Tomiyama
Hisaichi Taniguchi (1-31-1959)........ccccovverininennee Wilbur Takashima
Mitsuyoshi Shindo (1-14-1959).........cccovninnininieneeenn. Ochi Family
Teiichiro Miyoshi (1-4-1960)...........ccccevrreenrrirnennnns Miyoshi Family
Usaburo Ito (1-26-1961).......ccccneererrerreineireeneenenenns Masako Nagata
Shokichi Kodama (1-21-1961)........cccoerenereninieirenens Masako Uyeji
Nobuo Hagio (1-6-1961).......ccccvevrireersiceee e Hagio Family
Harue Okumura (1-19-1962).........ccccccveverevnnienns Yamashita Family
Shigeko Takeguchi (1-24-1962)..........cccovvverrerreunen. Takeguchi Family
Satoru Hata (1-25-1963)........ccccvvvvveerrererereieees e Hamada Family
Masakichi Saito (1-30-1964).........c.coveeivvrrienrricinnn, Takashi Saito
Hashio Yonekura (1-4-1969).........ccccoeneunerrinecrenne. Yonekura Family
Toshiko Funaki (1-18-1971) .....ccovvierrcreeesiciene Funaki Family
SojiroTorimaru (1-18-1973).....ccccceveeevreee e Otsuka Family
Kiyotaka Kusumoto (1-9-1973).........ccocovrerreureuneen. Yoshiko Kusumoto
Shinhichi Kawamoto (1-16-1974)..........................Kawamoto Family
Hisayo Ogawa (1-22-1975)........ccccccevvevrenrnrercienriens Steven Yagade
Hachiro Honda (1-5-1976)........c.ccoevevrerneneinceneeeiens Honda Family
Motoo Kobayashi (1-16-1976)...........ccoeneureerceerrerrenns Wayne Takuya
Mitsutaro Shimizu (1-25-1976)......c.cccocevveverernnnn. Miyoko Hashiguchi
Mitsuyo Urata (1-2-1977)......ccceeeeerecesreeee e Urata Family
Kuni Kawamoto (1-12-1978)........ccovemnenineneieeneneins Kiku Koga
Saye Tsurudome (1-28-1978)........cccccvvvevevirerennn, Mitsuo Tsurudome
Seki Kawasaki (1-30-1943).......cccoeevvrieeeirceee e, Ohara family
Kiyo Muraoka (1-10-1979).......ccocverrrrenerercnieeeens Yoko Shinohara
Ryu Yonekura (1-9-1980)........ccccccvevricerrereciennne Yonekura Family
Harry Pokio Matsumoto (1-9-1982)..........ccccccevinee Matsumoto Family
Claude Holt (1-30-1981).....cccereeereerereeeirereereeseeseeseeseeens John Holt
Jon Konishi (1-19-1983).......cccovvrrerrerenceeres Steven Konishi
Nobuo Honda (1-31-1984).........cccccovviieirrccev e Amy Honda
Ikuyo Takeshita (1-5-1985).......cccovvrrrrerereerereeieenn. Akira Takeshita
Oshie Shimizu (1-1-1988)......c..ccoererereririreieene. Miyoko Hashiguchi
Shizuko Shimizu (1-11-1989)......ccccoevrrrerrerenn. Shimizu Family

MEMORIAL

DECEASED FAMILY MEMBER
Shigeru Tabata (1-20-1989).........cccoerrrererieirieenes Takako Tabata

Noboru Nakada (1-18-1993).........cccoevrirrirrenrenreerenene Ted Nakada
Elaine Matsumoto Barrett (1-26-1993)..........ccccevne. Matsumoto Family
Setsuko Uchida (1-24-1992)........ccoverneerrerrcerinenen. Kashima Family
Masako Nadahara (1-12-1994)..........cccccovvviveeernnnns Mami Nakagawa
Frank T. Torio (1-6-1995)......c.cccevvvevrrienisisreninnnns Juliana M. Torio
Chieno Okuma Moribe (1-20-1995).........cccovvvvvirerricennnne Lee Moribe
Tetsuyo Kashima (1-4-1996)............ccoovrrvrerrerrienininns Jeanie Kashima
Frank Akira Kajita (1-6-1996)..........cccecvrireenrireressireeeninnnns Tim Kajita
Kesao Muraoka (1-29-1997)........cccovevevrecenrinennnn, Yoshiko Muraoka
Kiyoko Santohigashi (1-3-1998)..........cccoovvrnnininenns Kikue Graeber
Haruko Iguchi (1-15-1998)........ccoevererercereereers Iguchi Family
George Furuya (1-16-1998)........ccccvvvvievrrieerinnns George Furuya Jr.
Yukiko Wutzke (1-14-1999)......c.covrrvenenirenceineeinas Wutzke Family
Miwako Kosaka (1-19-1999)........ccccovrrrnneeneneereeneennens Emi Killeri
Kazumi Yamada (1-20-1999)........ccccevvvreinvrrnerinnnenns Carol Yamada
Robbie Jon Nishiguchi (1-5-2001)........cccovverirennns Nishiguchi Family
Seiji Saito (1-7-2001).....cveeerereererereeree e Ayako Saito
Takenori Ohara (1-28-2001)........cocovevverererreerieienens Fumiko Ohara
Sumiko Kendall (1-1-2003)........cccovvvrvrerrrreeennn, Bennie P. Kendall

Mitsuko Kodama (1-11-2004)..........ccocvrrrrnrenrenereerennens Jay Kodama
Yoshiko N. Kusumoto (1-31-2004)..........cccccvverrnnnns Chiyo Nakagawa
Sumiko Tsubakihara (1-31-2005)...........ccccceverrirennn. Kent Tsubakihara
Harry Yamada (1-8-2006).........ccccocvurrurerrrernereenereenenens Yamada Family
Kimie Fukamizu (1-18-2008)..........ccccevveerererereerernens Rochelle Carroll
Pro Takanori Nimura (1-28-2006)...........cccccorvreverenneens Saburo Nimura
Isen Iguchi (1-05-2007)......c.cuorerrreeerenirerirserereesseeneeeens Iguchi Family
Yoshinobu Sueyoshi (1-02-2008)....................... Annie Yumiko Gristina
Osao Himaka (1-31-2008)........cccovevvrrrrereriiieienninns Lynn Fuchigami
Dorothy Alroy (1-8-2011).....cooveiiiiiiiice e, Evelyn Alroy
Mitsuru Amano (1-5-2012).......ccovvrererenrenreenereeneneens Nobuko Amano
Dorothy Matsumoto (1-10-2012).........ccccevvrvvrerrrnnnes Matsumoto Family
Gary Yukio Kodama (1-4-2013).......ccccevveenrireenininns Vivianne Jones
Leonard Joseph Allison (1-21-2013)................ Elizabeth Dawn Homah
Mitsuyo “Mitsi” Ota (1-23-2013)......cccevvvvrereeeeceieine Kenneth Ota
Michiko Causey (1-12-2014).........ccccovvveeerviercrsneenn, Robert Causey
Toru Shiraishi (1-17-2015)....c.ccvverrerrreneeereeennes Shiraishi Family
Masami Iwataki (1-5-2016)..........ccccverrrerrrirneenns Patricia lwataki

Maria Del Rufugio Gonzalez (1-13-16)................... Covarrubias Family
Priscilla Ishizaki (1-30-2017)......ccovvvrenrerireenereenieenas Sheryl Ishizaki
Teruko Iwata ( 1-5-2018).....cceverrrererrrerceens Frances A. Burton
Jeffery Akira Oto (1/25/2018).........cooeeurierienienieneereieenes Junko Oto

SERVICES

MEMORIAL SERVICES allow us to pay homage to loved ones who have passed away. In our Jodo Shinshu tradition, family
members hold a service at certain intervals following a relative’s death to express gratitude for and acknowledge their
continuing influence in our lives. If you wish to schedule a memorial service for a loved one,
please call during weekly office hours.

2020 is the memorial year for those who passed away in:

1st Year Memorial 2019  3rd Year Memorial
13th Year Memorial 2008 17th Year Memorial
27th Year Memorial 1994  33rd Year Memorial

2018  7th Year Memorial 2014
2004  25th Year Memorial 1996
1988 50th Year Memorial 1971


mailto:info@btsd.net

Please Join The Buddhist Temple of _ San Dlego

AS We Welcome 2020,
the Year of the Rat!

Sunday, january 19th

All temple ‘members ‘and friends are encouraged to attend the annual New Year’s Party that will take
place following the Ho Onko Service on Sunday, January 19. The festivities will be from 12 noon to 2 p.m. in

the Annex Hall.

Attendees will have a choice of ordering the special New Year’s Tai Japanese-style regular or vegetarian
bento (box) lunch prepared especially for us by Ichiban for $18. An alternative KFC Chicken lunch may be

purchased for S9.

As a token of its appreciation, the temple will like to offer complimentary meals to members of the exclu-
sive 88-years-young and above Keiro Kai (pioneer club) group and to new members who have joined the

temple since the 2019 New Year’s Party.

In order to ensure your reservation, please fill out the order form with your meal selection. Please include
your reservation form, along with payment and mail it to the temple. You may also call the temple at (619)
239-0896 or send an email to info@btsd.net with your reservation. The reservation deadline is Sunday, Jan.

12.

Entertainment, special recognitions and a lot of celebrating will be part of the program.
We sincerely hope that you will able to join us as BTSD kicks off 2020 with a grand celebration!

In Gassho,
Laura Yoshida,
New Year’s Party Chairperson

NEW YEAR LUNCH RESERVATION
NAME(S)

PHONE E-MAIL

PLEASE RESERVE:

Regular Bento x$18=S5__
Vegetarian Bento x$18=$

KFC Chicken x$9 =%
TOTALS: = S

| am “88 & Great!” and will attend, so
please reserve a complimentary bento for me
(Please check-off your meal selection, No
Payment required).

|/we became new members in 2019
and will attend the party, (choose meals).

Please fill out the order form, and include payment.
Make check payable to BTSD. Order by phone at:
619-239-0896. Email order: info@btsd.net

Reservation Deadline is Sunday, January 12
for the Party on January 19

Membership News
Bill Teague, Membership Chair

Many thanks to our members who have almost all re-
newed for 2019 a this is written in the last weeks of De-
cember and some of whom have already renewed for
2020.

Minor Change in 2020. There are no changes in basic
membership rates in 2020. The only change is in one of
the optional donation categories, to support the ongoing
training and certification of the Minister’s Assistants. The
recommended donation has been increased from $20 to
$40 a year, and is now listed first.

Auto-Renewal Letters. Most of you will have already re-
ceived letters by the end of the year identifying your
membership renewal. Some of you have pre-authorized
credit card deductions and those will continue.

Thanks for your Membership, which keeps the Temple
strong at the core.

Pick Up Your 2020 BCA Calendar

The 2020 BCA calendars are available to all dues pay-
ing members. To help the temple defray mailing costs, we
are asking all members to pick-up your calendar in the
office on or before January 26. Any calendars left after
that date will be mailed at the rate of $2.50 each
at the temple’s expense. Thank You!
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Buddhist Education News in January

Guest Speaker for Shinran Memorial Service (Ho Onko)

We are honored by a very special guest
for Ho Onko, the Reverend Nariaki Ito. Ito
Sensei serves as Rinban of the Los Angeles
Higashi Honganji Betsuin, Bishop of the Hi-
gashi Honganji of North America Mission, and
Director of the Shinshu Center of America
Special BEC Saturday Night Lecture

In the context of Shinran, Ito Sensei will
speak on the topic of “How Interreligious Dia-
logue Has Deepened My Appreciation of Shin
Buddhism” on Jan. 18 at 7 p.m. in the Sangha Hall. The recom-
mended donation is $5 and is free for all Temple Members in
good standing. The lecture is expected to last from 60 to 90
minutes with Q&A. Light refreshments will be served.

Special Ho-Onko Service on Sunday Morning

Our memorial service for Shinran starts at 10 a.m. on Jan.
19 and Rev. Ito will help us appreciate Shinran’s efforts to help
us directly experience Amida Buddha’s wisdom and compas-
sion. What a great way to set our course for the year.
Buddhism 1-2-3 Resumes Wednesday, Jan. 8

Kenji Sensei will kick off our January sessions of Chanting,
Meditation, and Dharma. Sessions at 7 p.m. in the Sangha Hall.
Sessions are free and open to all.

“Fourth Sunday” Intro to Buddhism Class Resumes Morning of
Jan. 26.

BEC member Kaytee Sumida offers this single session class
most months on the fourth Sunday at 9 a.m. She provides an
overview of Buddhism from Siddhartha Gautama to our Tem-
ple tradition today. The class lasts an hour and all attendees
are invited to attend the service at 10 a.m.

About Rinban Noriaki Ito

The Reverend Noriaki Ito was born as the first son of Rev.
Horyu and Kazuko Ito in Kumamoto, Japan in September
1948. He came to the United States with his family in April
1955, settling in the Boyle Heights area of Los Angeles where
his father was serving as Rinban (head minister) of the Los An-
geles Higashi Honganji Betsuin.

He received his elementary and secondary education in East
Los Angeles, graduating from Roosevelt High School in January
1967. In September of that year, he enrolled at Occidental
College in Los Angeles. In June 1971, he graduated with a BA
degree in Religious Studies and a minor in Asian Studies.

Following his graduation, he moved to Kyoto, Japan in Sep-
tember 1971 to enroll at Otani University. In December of that
year, he received tokudo ordination at the Higashi Honganji
headquarters.

In March of 1975, he completed his studies, receiving a
Master of Arts degree in Shin Buddhism. He also re-
ceived kyoshi, the teaching credential.

With his orders from the headquarters to serve as an over-
seas minister (kaikyoshi), he began his duties as a full-time
minister at the Higashi Honganji Los Angeles Buddhist Temple
in September 1975.

In June 1988, he was transferred to the West Covina Higashi
Honganji to serve as resident minister.

In November 1993, in conjunction with the 90th Anniver-
sary of the Higashi Honganji North America District, he re-
turned to the Los Angeles Betsuin to assume the position
of Rinban (head minister of a regional headquarters temple).

He concurrently serves as Director (Bishop) of the Higashi
Honganji North America District and of the Shinshu Center of
America.

Rev. Ito currently resides in La Crescenta, California. Heis
married and has three children.

Winter Pacific Seminar

“Fushidan Sekkyo ”
Dharma Talks & Story-Telling
In Jodo Shinshu

Keynote Speaker:

Dr. Mark Blum
Buddhist Studies Professor and Shinjo Ito
Distinguished Chair in Japanese Studies in the East
Asian Languages and Cultures at U.C. Berkeley.

Additional Speakers will be Ministers
from the Southern District

Saturday, January 25, 2020
9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji Buddhist Temple
815 East First Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012
Registration: $40 (w/ lunch) Deadline Jan. 11, 2020
Sign-up at the BTSD Office
Hosted by the BCA Southern Dist. Ministers Assoc. &
Buddhist Education Committee

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING JANUARY 26

The temple’s annual General Membership meeting will
be on Sunday, January 26, beginning at 12 noon in the An-
nex Hall.

This once-a-year business meeting gives the Sangha the
opportunity to join Kenji Sensei, President LuAnn Lee, the
Board of Directors, committees and affiliated organizations
as they recap 2019 and provide what is planned for 2020.
Members will be asked to approve the fiscal year budget
and Board of Directors slate.

All dues paying members and interested Sangha mem-
bers are invited to attend the meeting.

Temple bylaws states that notification will be delivered
to all dues paying members at least 10 days prior to the
meeting date. A quorum of 25 members is required to
qualify as official.

Everyone is encouraged to share their favorite dish for
the potluck luncheon.

Rev. Akahoshi, President Lee and the Board of Direc-
tors look forward to seeing many temple members at the
annual meeting. In Gassho

SANGHA TEENS NEWS

We had a good time helping at mochitsuki. Members
grinded the rice, cooled and bagged mochi, and delivered
the bags to the pick-up station.

On December 15, the group had its monthly meeting.

We are still trying to decide how to commemorate our in-
stallation this year’s cabinet. We had our holiday party and
exchanged funny and cute gifts from their Secret Santa. Our
next meeting will be on Sunday, January 19.

Andrea Covarrubias, Sangha Teens President



