
 

BUSSEI 
B U D D H I S T  T E M P L E  O F  S A N  D I E G O  

         Anitya is one of the Three Marks 
of Existence.  It means impermanence.  In 
our conventional minds, we like to have 
things stable and permanent.  To have a 

basic truth of Buddhism assert that everything is tempo-
rary seems counter to our ordinary beliefs.  We know that 
things change, but our basic impulse is to value long-
lasting things.  We are challenged by the heart of this truth 
as it is applied to the impermanence of our life.  

 Anatman is another Mark of Existence.  It declares 
that nothing exists separate from all other things.  A more 
conventional term might be interdependence, meaning 
that everything is dependent on every other thing.  On a 
“macro” level, we observe that animals, plants, minerals, 
gases depend on each other for existence.  On a “micro” 
level, the science of atoms and molecules validates this 
truth. 

 The third Mark of Existence states that suffering or 
bliss is a sign of existence.  The Four Noble Truths provide 
the path from duhkha to nirvana.  By adhering to the 
truths of impermanence and interdependence, we can live 
in harmony with the universe.  However, Shinran encour-
ages us to be truthful in our inability to let go of our ego-
centric attachments to our self.  Unlike monks and nuns 
who strive to release themselves from their ego attach-
ments, we common people realize our inability to do so.  
For us, the Nembutsu path of acceptance is available.  It is 
also a worthy path of awakening.   

The Nembutsu reminds us that we have always 
been held in the embrace of universal Wisdom and Com-
passion, which we recognize as Amida Buddha.  So, how 
might we experience this in our daily, ordinary life? 

 It sometimes takes an extraordinary experience 
for us to have this shinjin experience.  The passing of a 
loved one is one such experience.  Although I have had 
many of these experiences, the passing of my son, Kirk, is 
the most dramatic.  The passing of my parents and others 
have brought sadness and grief to my life.  But because of 
their advanced age, their separation was not unexpected.  
But the passing of one’s child is devastating.  Nothing can 
prepare nor alleviate the agony of this experience.   

 The Shin Dharma and especially the Nembutsu has 
been a guiding light in my life.  Might not the teachings of 
the Dharma give me solace during this time of grieving?  At 
one level, it has not.  No amount of words, thoughts, or 
even wisdom can help.  This event just doesn’t make sense 

to me.  Kirk had a special presence about him.  His friends 
and family can attest to that.  His potential as a therapist 
and healer was already evident in his accomplishments in 
his young professional career.  He was healthy in body, 
mind, and spirit.  Yet, somehow, this pancreatic cancer took 
his life too soon.   

     A world of dew is a world of dew, … and yet, and yet. 

This classic poem by Issa reflects my present state.  Issa 
acknowledges that the Dharma instructs us to the imper-
manence of all life, as we live in a world of dew.  But the 
penetrating conclusion, “… and yet, and yet,” reveals the 
essence of Shinran’s thought.  As ordinary people, we can-
not let go of our attachments of relationships and of love.  I 
take this sentiment of Issa, to reveal the depth of Shinran’s 
understanding of the Nembutsu.  The pain of losing a child 
cannot be assuaged by the logical truth of impermanence.  
My mind seeks a relief from the sense of loss.  So, the pain 
remains and capitulates to time for its healing.  But the 
voicing of Na Man Da Bu leads me to a different realm.  At a 
deeper level of spiritual sensing, I am held with compas-
sion.  The cutting severance of impermanence is countered 
by the compassionate loving actions of interdependence.   

The philosophical Dharma does not provide relief 
from my mental anguish.  But, the Nembutsu provides a 
deeper sense of compassion in the form of interdepend-
ence.  The family has received so much love and support 
from so many people.  The unacceptable is cushioned by 
this overt display of compassion.  

Kirk lived his life with an intuitive understanding of 
interdependence.  His friendships were many and was al-
ways deep.  His personal and professional vision was to 
bring kindness to others.  His wife, Jacki, and his family are 
now receiving the benefits of his loving dana to others, as 
we receive and accept love and support from so many.  
Although our physical relationship has changed, our spiritu-
al connection has not.  With his struggle with this illness, 
Kirk showed us how to deal with the greatest challenge 
each of us will face.  His passing now challenges us to make 
real, the compassion of Na Man Da Bu.  We remain con-
nected to Kirk through the voicing of Na Man Da Bu and our 
kindness to each other.   

  Namo Amida Butsu 
   Sensei Kenji Akahoshi 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By LuAnn Lee, Board President 

 

It is with such sadness that I start my report this month. 
The news of Kirk Akahoshi’s passing, son of Kenji Sensei 
and Karen, was heartbreaking. It’s hard to imagine what 
they are going through but I know they have a close knit 
family and many friends who have been there for them in 
the San Jose and Bay area. In speaking with Kenji Sensei 
and Karen, they convey their deepest gratitude to our 
Sangha for the support with not only the fundraiser and 
donations but all the kind thoughts sent their way.  

Appreciation to the Ministerial Assistant’s Laverne Imori, 
Maribeth Smitty Smith, Noriko Kawai and assistant to the 
minister Yukari Williams, plus BEC chair Bill Teague, for 
taking care of the services and filling in for other temple 
duties. We are so very lucky to have these Sensei’s availa-
ble to help us. Also thank you to our temple members who 
have also stepped up to give Dharma talks and helped 
where needed. We are thankful for your understanding as 
Kenji Sensei and Karen are away to be with their family. 

For me, it has been a few months with sad news and pass-
ing of a family member, co-workers husband and longtime 
temple members. I think that we can relate to the mean-
ing of impermanence. We really need to enjoy each mo-
ment and be there for each other. I’m glad that I was able 
to join my family to remember my aunt at her favorite ca-
sino and take an annual ride up to Julian to have an early 
breakfast, pick up an apple pie and purchase bread from 
Dudley’s. These are memories that I will always cherish. 

On November 17th, Kay Ochi presented a program NCRR 
(Nikkei for Civil Rights and Redress) about the reparations 
for WWII J-A incarceration. It was well received with over 
80 people in attendance. We thank the NCRR committee 
for their work on this project and so glad they were able to 
present it at our temple. Thank you to the crew of the 
benefit chicken lunch plate, Carol B, Glenn T, Gregg, Karen 
O, Kiku, Kimberly, LuAnn, Mark T, Nancy M, Laura Y.  

In closing, I want to say during this Thanksgiving time, how 
grateful I am to belong to a temple where people support 
one another when things are sad and when they are happy 
too.   

Namo Amida Butsu, 

LuAnn Lee 

BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

The Board of Directors met on November 14th - 
1. Condolences to Jaclyn, Rev. Kenji and Karen Akahoshi 
on the passing of Kirk Akahoshi, November 6th. 
2. Laverne Imori Sensei updated the Board on the work of 
the Ministers Assistants during this time. 
3. Recaps of the Sukiyaki lunch and Bingo Dinner were 
provided. The Board was updated on the planning for the 
November 27th NCRR presentation and lunch and Mo-
chitsuki, December 8th. 
4.The Asian Pacific Post (VFW) crew will end sponsorship 
of monthly Bingo as of December. The temple is consider-
ing options for continuing Bingo sessions. 
5. A welcome membership rate for newcomers to the Jo-
do Shin Shu and Buddhist tradition was approved. 
6. Thank you to the many who assisted with the temple's 
co-sponsorship of the funeral for Rev. Tesshi Aoyama. 
7. The electronic vote to co-present a film at the Asian 
Film Festival was ratified. 
8. An oiwai (congratulatory gift) was approved for  
Rev. T. Unno on his retirement from the Pasadena Bud-
dhist Temple. Rev. Unno was a guest speaker at BTSD for a 
number of Special Services. 
9. Koden was approved for the Akahoshi Family. A dona-
tion toward expenses was approved. 
10. A salary increase was approved for Linda Redenbaugh, 
office administrative assistant. 

  BWA NEWS 
    

     The BWA has had a very busy month. November 2-3, we 
were busy with our Makizushi fundraiser. It was a sellout 
event. We also started our annual Paso Almond brittle sale 
on November 3. Our members will be selling the brittle after 
service and will be selling at Mochitsuki. the craft group la-
dies have been busy sewing window bags (tote bags with 
mesh panels) with lovely printed fabric. Sales of crafts gifts 
will also be sold on at Mochitsuki. Come take a look at the 
great year-end gift items! 

     For the NCRR event on Nov. 17, BWA assisted in the 
lunch preparations and serving of the delicious teriyaki 
chicken lunches. Again, with your support, we sold all of the 
lunches. 

     BWA ladies will be busy at Mochitsuki cutting and shap-
ing the ko mochi. There is nothing as delicious as freshly 
pounded mochi eaten with kinako or sugar and shoyu or in 
ozoni. 

     The BWA Bonenkai will be held at the Black Angus Res-
taurant in Chula Vista on Saturday, December 7 at 11:30. 
Meal selection information will be forthcoming.  It will be 
nice to see all our members come out for the annual year 
end get together. 

     The next meeting will be on December 1 at 11:45. Toban 
Group A will host. 

     Please Note:  There will not be any crafts in January. 
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JR. YBA NEWS  
    Happy Holidays Everyone! We hope everyone had a 
wonderful Thanksgiving with friends and family members. 
Our Dharma School class emphasizes the importance of 
showing gratitude towards others. Thanksgiving is a good 
reminder to be grateful for everything, even the things 
you sometimes take for granted. I found a quote online by 
Oprah Winfrey that says, “Be thankful for the things you 
have; you’ll end up having more. If you focus on what you 
don’t have, you will never, ever have enough.”  

      Last month, the Jr. YBA had our annual Thanksgiving 
Basket Drive. On behalf of the San Diego Jr. YBA, we would 
like to thank the generous temple members who donated 
this year! The success of this food drive would not be pos-
sible without the Sangha, so thank you. Thank you to Kyle 
Baker and Emma Yanagihara for co-chairing this food 
drive!  

      On November 3, our chapter had our Installation dur-
ing the Eitaikyo Service. After the service, we enjoyed a 
tasty lunch at Beshock Ramen! We are excited about the 
upcoming 2019-2020 Dharma School Year! On November 
9, I attended the 61st annual Central California Jr YBA 
Conference at the Fresno Buddhist Temple. It was a long 6
-hour drive, but I had a great time seeing my friends from 
the Southern District Jr. YBA Cabinet and meeting new 
teens from Northern California! I also got to see one of 
our previous Jr. YBA members, Jill Yamanishi who came to 
help advise the San Francisco Jr. YBA  

     Next year, San Diego and Vista Jr. YBA will be co-
hosting Southern District’s Seminar 2 on March 7, 2020. 
Our theme of this Seminar will be Impermanence vs I’m 
Permanent! We chose this theme because our peers can 
relate to the changes we face during the four years in high 
school. We are super excited to host our first Southern 
District event since Conference in 2017.  

    This month, we don’t have much going on. We are look-
ing forward to Mochitsuki on December 8! We hope you 
have a great rest of 2019 and we will see you in 2020! 

In Gassho, Jenna Sasaki 

DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS 

     We hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving 
with family and friends! With the holidays around 
the corner, it is a great time for us to talk to our chil-
dren about the spirit of giving without expecting 
something in return. It brings happiness to see the 
joy in people when someone does something nice 
for them, just because. Students are encouraged to 
do random acts of kindness for 31 days in December 
and write them down so they can share this with 
their Dharma School teachers and friends. 

           We are looking forward to some exciting activ-
ities in the new year.  We will be planning a bowling 
get together, community service projects, and camp-
ing just to name a few.  More information on these 
activities will be shared with all our Sangha friends as 
they get closer. 

 The 2019 Southern District Dharma School 
Teacher's League Conference was held at Vista Bud-
dhist Temple in October. Three teachers and two 
staff members from our temple attended. With 
Koichi Mizushima as the guest speaker, it was a great 
opportunity for our teachers to network with other 
teachers as they discussed ways to better relate to 
students, and shared lesson plan ideas. 

 The 2020 Federation of Dharma School Teach-
ers League Conference will be held in Orange County 
in April. Some of the topics that will be covered dur-
ing the workshop will be: thinking out of the box, 
engaging students and parents, and lesson planning. 
Some of our Dharma School teachers have been 
attending the planning meetings and will be leading 
a few of the workshops.  

  Students are looking forward to helping with 
the mochitsuki on December 8! Hope to see every-
one there! We wish you and your family a relaxing 
and happy winter break. May your holidays be full of 
good cheer, laughter and love as we look forward to 
seeing students in 2020! 

Lisa Umekubo, Superintendent 

BTSD  Tai Chi 
Our instructor is easy to follow  

and patient, and it’s  
good for your balance.   

     

Thursdays, Dec. 5, 12 & 19.  
   10-11 a.m. in the Annex Hall 

Craft Days, 1st & 3rd Wednesday-
Please Note:  Our craft leader & organizer is  

retiring at the end of this month.  If you would 

be interested taking over, please 

contact the temple.  Otherwise, 

the craft group will  

no longer be held.   

We Sincerely Thank Ruby for all 

the creative adventures we have  

visited with you. 
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S C R I P  N E W S  

Winter Pacific Seminar 
“Fushidan Sekkyō ” 

Dharma Talks & Story-Telling 
In Jodo Shinshu 

 

Keynote Speaker:  
 

Dr. Mark Blum 
Buddhist Studies Professor and Shinjo Ito  

Distinguished Chair in Japanese Studies in the East 
Asian Languages and Cultures at UC Berkeley. 

 

Additional Speakers will be Ministers  
from the Southern District 

 

Saturday, January 25, 2020 
9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

 

Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji Buddhist Temple 
815 East First Street, Los Angeles, CA  90012 

 
Registration:  $40 (w/ lunch) Deadline Jan. 11, 2020 

Sign-up at the BTSD Office 
Hosted by the BCA Southern Dist. Ministers Assoc. & 

Buddhist Education Committee 

 
It’s that Time Again  

 

The BWA is selling their 

Almond Brittle & 

Brittle Popcorn! 
 

Check out the sale after  

services, or swing by during  

Mochitsuki For gifts, 

And don’t forget a gift  

For yourself too! 

 

BTSD Holiday Office Hours 

December 23, Monday -- 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

December 24 , Tuesday -- 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

December 25, Wednesday -- Closed 

December 31, Tuesday -- 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 

 Well-here it is!  Before we know it, the month of 
December has arrived.  There is still time to get your or-
ders in for the holiday season.  Don’t delay as most gift 
cards will take a week to arrive back in San Diego, it is 
hard to tell with heavy flow of traffic and weather back in 
Michigan. 

       Gas cards are always nice gifts to give someone who 
has to drive to work or school.  Restaurants are always 
good for the cook who deserves a night out.  Retail 
stores are good as people always need or want new 
clothes or shoes.  Crafters can use gift cards to craft 
stores or Fathers to home improvement outlets or sports 
stores. 

      So…this holiday season be easy on yourself and order 
gift cards from the scrip program!  It’s not too late to or-
der your honey baked ham gift cards. 

Membership News –  

Getting Ready for 2020 

Thanks to almost all of our members that have already 
renewed for 2019!  

Even more encouraging is that some of you have al-
ready renewed for 2020. To make it easier we have 
posted the 2020 membership forms on the website if 
you would like to download them now. 

Please note that Temple dues in 2020 are at the same 
levels as in 2019.  

Statements Coming. Regardless, all 2019 members will 
receive a statement by the end of the year with your 
information we have on file for you to review and up-
date if needed, as well as any steps required for 2020. 
In other words, we hope to make it easier for you with-
out having to fill out a form! 

Best Way to Avoid Future Dues Increases. If we can 
grow our membership, we can avoid future rate in-
creases. Consider asking friends relatives and grown 
children to join the rest of us in supporting the Dharma 
at the Buddhist Temple of San Diego.    

2019 Tax Year Information Coming  
End of January 

We know many of you are eager to get your paper-

work ready for 2019 Federal and California Income 

Tax returns. Your membership and Treasurer’s com-

mittee will be assembling 2019 tax statements by the 

end of January. More information will be provided in 

the January issue of The Bussei Script.  



BUDDHIST TEMPLE 
Yamamoto, Koichi & Joyce -- 
   49th Day Service for 
   Hisashi Yamamoto 
Yamamoto, Jeff & Akiko -- 
   49th Day Service for 
   Hisashi Yamamoto 
Yamamoto, Kevin -- 
   49th Day Service for 
   Hisashi Yamamoto 
Nimura, Saburo 
Yamamoto, Jeanne 
   IMO Sumiye Nakashima 
Kashima, Jeanie 
   IMO Sumiye Nakashima 
Uyeji, Masako 
   IMO Sumiye Nakashima 
Takeyama, Yo 
   IMO Sumiye Nakashima 
Voorhies, Ruth 
   IMO Sumiye Nakashima 
Ohara, Fumiko 
   IMO Sumiye Nakashima 
Yamamoto, Beverly & Wayne 
   IMO Sumiye Nakashima 
Hamamoto, Yumi 
   IMO Sumiye Nakashima 
Shibata, Wanda 
   IMO Sumiye Nakashima 
Tomiyama, Steven & Aki 
   IMO Sumiye Nakashima 
Tomiyama, Sayoko 
   IMO Sumiye Nakashima 
Kruse, Kimberly & Jeff 
   IMO Sumiye Nakashima 
Kashima, Kenn & Karin 
   IMO Sumiye Nakashima 
Morinaka, Asako 
   IMO Sumiye Nakashima 
Hill, Ed & Miyo 
   IMO Sumiye Nakashima 
Monji, Kiyoshi 
   IMO Sumiye Nakashima 
Monji, Yoshiko 
   IMO Kiyoshi Monji -9-14-19 
Araki-Kawaguchi, Corinne & 
Michael -- Taiko Donation 
Omori, Terri & Ford 
   IMO Sumiye Nakashima 
Gladsjo, Julie 
Aoyama, K. Alice -- Service 
   Rev. Tesshi Aoyama 
Aoyama Family -- 
   BTSD 
   BWA 
   Jr YBA 
   Dharma School 
   Taiko 
   ABA 

DONATIONS 
The Buddhist Temple of San Diego is grateful to the following individuals and organizations for their recent donations to the Temple and 

its affiliated organizations. “IMO” means “In memory of.” For a correction, please call the office at (619) 239-0896 or info@btsd.net. 

Tanaka, Kelvin -- 
   Sentient Beings Memorial 
Sasaki, Brian & Lorin -- 
   IMO Rev. Tesshi Aoyama 
Moncrief, Mayko 
Osaki, Etsuko 
Kodama, Jay 
Hara, Wakaye 
Koga, Florence 
Shigehara, Wilbur 
Jones, Mikako 
Griffin, Antwan 
Segal, Larry P 
Kitano, Margie --  
   Buddhist Education Com. 
   Buddhist Women’s Assoc. 
   Donation Gen. Fund 
Yamasaki, Lillian Yuriye -- 
   49th Day Service 
   Sumiye Nakashima 
Honda, Ralph & Avis -- 
   49th Day Service 
   Sumiye Nakashima 
Honda, Mikiye -- 
   49th Day Service 
   IMO Sumiye Nakashima 
Omori, Terri -- 
   49th Day Service 
   IMO Sumiye Nakashima 
Doami, Rev. John & Koko  
   IMO Rev. Tesshi Aoyama 
Yamasaki, Darren & Kimiko 
   49th Day -  
   Sumiye Nakashima 
Segal, Larry P 
Segal, Larry P 
    

BODHI DAY SERVICE 
Hara, Ruby 
Iwashita, Setsuo and Jan 
Iwashita, David 
    

DHARMA SCHOOL 
Omori, Shirley 
Kruse, Kimberly & Jeff 
Takashima, Ronald T. 
Aoyama, Alice -- Special 
    

EITAIKYO FUND 
Kitano, Margie 
 IMO Kimiko Kitano, Mother 
 IMO Tadashi Kitano, Father 
Bender, Susan 
   IMO Masami Iwataki 
Honda, Mikiye 
   IMO Ben Honda, Husband 
Yanagihara, Sumiko 
   IMO Tom Yanagihara,  
   Husband 
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Morinaka, Asako 
   IMO Roy Morinaka, Husband 
   IMO Dennis Morinaka, Son 
   IMO Harry Yamada, Brother 
   IMO Suzy Yamada,  
   Sister-in-law 
Tomiyama, Steve & Aki 
Takashima, Wilbur 
   IMO Tsume Takashima 
Hashiguchi, John 
   IMO Fuji Hashiguchi, 
   Mother 
   IMO Kasuke Hashiguchi, 
   Father 
Oto, June 
   IMO Oto Ancestors 
   IMO Motono Oto, 
   Mother-in-Law 
   IMO Shigeru Oto, Son 
   IMO Jeffery Oto, Son 
Masumoto, Chiyoko 
   IMO Shigeru Masumoto, 
   Father-in-Law 
   IMO Masumoto Ancestors 
Hill, Miyo 
   IMO Koyoshi Nakamura, 
   Grandmother 
   IMO Kinjiro Nakamura,  
   Grandfather 
   IMO Yoshiko Nakamura,  
   Mother 
   IMO Minoru Nakamura,  
   Father 
Uyeji, Masako 
  IMO Magotsugu Kottie Uyeji 
  Husband 
  IMO Asamen Family 
Estes, Toshiye 
 IMO Donald H Estes, Husband 
Terusaki, Steven 
   IMO George Terusaki 
   IMO Yuri Terusaki 
   IMO William (Bill) Terusaki 
Ishisaki, Sheryl 
   IMO Joseph Ishizaki 
   IMO Priscilla Ishizaki 
Sugiyama, Yukiko 
   IMO Yasaku Nakamura,  
   Father 
   IMO Hamako Nakamura, 
   Mother 
   IMO Yasuyuki Sugiyama 
   Yukiko Sugiyama 
Moncrief, Mayko 
   IMO Leo Hagio 
   IMO Yuruko Hagio 
   IMO Shie Hagio 

Honda, Ralph - R Honda 
Kodama, Jay 
Otsuji, Dennis -- 
   Dennis Otsuji 
   Elaine Otsuji 
Takashima, Ronald T. 
 IMO Takashima Ancestors 
 IMO Yonekura Ancestors 
Graeber, Kiku 
   IMO Masao Santohigashi 
   Father 
   IMO Kiyoko Santohigashi 
   Mother 
   Graeber, Kiku 
Sugiyama, Chiyeko 
   IMO Yasu Akiyama,  
   Mother 
Kuwada, Howard Kanji 
Moriyama, Chieko 
   IMO Sakuhichi Yano 
   IMO Chiyo Yano 
   IMO Hajime Yano 
   IMO Yoshiharu Yano 
   IMO Tokihira Yano 
   IMO Hatsuyo Yano 
   IMO Chiyoji George Yano 
   IMO Tadashi Yano 
Yamashita, Emiko 
   IMO Chiyo Yamashita 
Kashima, Eugenia 
    

EITAIKYO SERVICE 
Ryan, Mani and 
Yamaguchi, Laura 
Sumida, Floyd 
Negoro, Glenn 
Otsuji, Dennis 
   IMO Haruhiko & Ayako   
   Otsuji 
Omori, Shirley 
Honda, Ralph & Avis 
Masumoto, Jodi 
Tsuneyoshi, Motoo 
Kodama, Jay 
Masumoto, Chiyoko 
Hashiguchi, John 
Nogata, Yuriko 
Yamanishi, Miyoko 
Moriyama, Chieko 
Suyenaga, Irene 
Aoyama, K. Alice 
Hill, Miyo 
Kawasaki, Kiyoshi & Itsuko 
Kida, Katsumi 
Torio, Betty 
Tomiyama, Steve & Aki 
Voorhies, Ruth 
Tanaka, Kelvin 
                               CONT. PG 9  
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Tsuneyoshi, Motoo & Angie 
Yonekura, Roy & Susan 
Owens, William & Barrie 
Masumoto, Chiyoko 
Tomiyama, Sayoko 
Yamamoto, Ann Miyuki 
Honda, Ralph and Avis 
Sasaki, Brian & Lorin 
Smith, Maribeth “Smitty” 
Hill, Miyo 
Moriyama, Chieko 
Ochi-Watson, Shirley 
Schraeder, Susan 
Tanaka, Kelvin 
Ochi, K Kay 
Martinez, Nancy 
Okuhara, Roy -- Supplies 
Omori, Shirley 
Yanagihara, Sumiko  
Masumoto, Jodi 
Furuya, George Jr. 
Yamamoto, Koichi 
Lee, Harold and LuAnn 
    

SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Omori, Shirley 
Kitano, Margie 
Kruse, Kimberly & Jeff 
Takashima, H. Kikuko 
Muraoka, Tad 
   

SHOTSUKI HOYO 
Yamamoto, Ann 
   IMO Shizue Yamamoto 
Kawamoto, Yukio and Mitsu 
   IMO Takashi Mayumi 
Sugiyama, Yukiko 
   IMO Yasaku Nakamura 
Tsuneyoshi, Motoo & Angie 
   IMO J. Yamasaki - 60th 
Takashima, Wilbur 
   IMO Katsuye Takashima 
Kida, Katsumi 
   IMO Akiji Ochi 
Inouye, Jeanne M. 
   IMO Ritsu Nabeta 
   IMO Hatsuye Uyeno 
Omori, Shirley 
   IMO Giichi and Kiyoko Omori 
Masumoto, Chiyoko 
   IMO Shigeru Masumoto 
Ohara, Ann 
Omori, Shirley 
  IMO Giichi Omori -Efton 
Omori 
Oto, June 
Martinez, Nancy 
   IMO Ritsu Nabeta 
   IMO Hatsuye Uyeno 
Hill, Miyo 
   IMO Yoshiko Nakamura 
Honda, Mikiye -- Mikiye Honda 
 
 

Yanagihara, Sumiko 
Ogasawara, Arikazu 
Ong, Ann 
Morinaka, Asako 
Graeber, Kiku 
Kuwada, Howard Kanji 
Imori, Laverne 
Honda, Mikiye 
Moncrief, Mayko 
Shigehara, Wilbur 
Ohara, Fumiko 
Kawamoto, Yukio and Mits 
Estes, Toshiye 
Matsumoto, Akiko & Ken 
Sugiyama, Yukiko 
      

FLORAL OFFERING 
Kruse, Kimberly & Jeff 
Takashima, Ronald T. 
Muraoka, Tad 
    

GENERAL MAINTENANCE 
Kruse, Kimberly & Jeff 
Takashima, Ronald T. 
Sakow, Toshiko 
Muraoka, Tad 
     

MAP 
Kitano, Margie 
Honda, Mikiye 
   IMO Sumiye Nakashima 
Takashima, Ronald T. 
    

MEMBERSHIP 
Poquoc, Claudia 
Takashima, H. Kikuko 
Sakow, Toshiko 
Muraoka, Tad 
Kitano, Margie - 2020 
    

MOCHI GOME 
Masumoto, Chiyoko 
Yanagihara, Sumiko 
    

OHIGAN 
Kodama, Jay 
    

OSEIBO 
Kitano, Margie 
   

SPECIAL DONATION --  
KIRK AKAHOSHI 
Hidinger, Holly & Ron 
Shigehara, Wilbur 
Sasaki, Brian & Lorin 
Ryan, Mani and 
Yamaguchi, Laura 
Ohara, Fumiko 
Sato, Steve 
Ota, Laurine 
Hirae-Reese, Lorna 
Tomiyama, Akie 
Kaneko, Richard 
Cross, Joe 
Ochi-Fontanott, Janet 

Torio, Betty 
   IMO Charley Torio, Spouse 
Yamashita, Emiko 
   IMO Chiyo Yamashita 
Masumoto, Chiyoko 
   IMO Yuki Masumoto, 
   Mother-in-Law 
Lee, LuAnn 
   IMO Charley Torio 
   IMO Steven Torio 

Ohara, Fumiko 
Kawamoto, Yukio and Mits 
   IMO Imataro Kawamoto 
   IMO Kiyoji Mayumi 
Terusaki, Steven 
   IMO George Terusaki 
Sugiyama, Yukiko 
   IMO Hamako Nakamura 
Graeber, Kiku 
   IMO Sachiko Santohigashi 

 

 Buddhist Education Activities in December 
    

We observe important Buddhist events in Decem-
ber including Bodhi Day, when the Buddha achieved 
enlightenment, and the turning of the old year to 
the new.  

Bodhi Day. We will observe this important anniver-
sary on December 1 with a special service to be led 
by our resident minister, Rev. Dr. Kenji Akahoshi.  

Bell Ringing for New Year’s Eve. On December 31, 
choose one or both of  

Year-End Service (Joya-E) at the Temple at 7 
p.m. Attendees will be able to ring the Tem-
ple bell (kansho). 

Bell-Ringing Ceremony at Year-End (Joya-no-
Kane) at the Shelter Island Friendship Bell, 
11:30 p.m. The Port Authority allows us to 
ring the two-ton Japanese-style bell. This 
large hanging bell (bonsho) is similar to 
those at large Temples in Japan. Come early 
to find parking and dress warm! 

Ongoing Programs 

Please note these changes to ongoing programs in 
December: 

There will be no Introduction to Buddhism Class, 
but the class resumes on Sunday, January 26, at 9 
a.m. The one-hour, one-session introduction is led 
by Kaytee Sumida.  

Buddhism 1-2-3 has two more Wednesday ses-
sions, on December 4 and 11, at 7 pm. The ongoing 
class then goes on winter break to resume January 
8th.  

Both programs meet in the one-story Sangha Hall.  



DECEMBER SHOTSUKI LIST 

The December Shotsuki Hoyo (MEMORIAL SERVICE) will be held Sunday, December 1, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. in conjunction with the  
Bodhi Day Service. Families and friends of anyone who passed away during the month of December are urged to attend and offer in-

cense. If there are any errors in the list, please notify the temple at (619) 239-0896 or e-mail info@btsd.net. 

The Temple and Sangha offers sincere condolences to the family and friends of:  

Kirk Akahoshi ~  November 6, 2019 
Kisae Ohara ~ October 25, 2019 

Sumi Otani Cheeks ~ September 23, 2019 

DECEASED     FAMILY MEMBER 

Kitsu Ito (12-14-1939).......................................Ito Family 

Nihei Furusho (12-5-1943)........................Chieko Saito 

Tadasu Oya (12-18-1947) ................................ Paul Oya 

Yutaka Amano (12-11-1950) ............... Amano Family 

Masaki Yoshida (12-7-1954).......... Sakamoto Family 

Wakako Tsuneyoshi (12-29-1959) ........ Duane Koba 

Sone Takada (12-17-1961) ....................... Ichiji Takada 

Daniel Amano (12-14-1962) ............ Nobuko Amano 

Yasu Akiyama (12-17-1963).............. Akiyama Family 

Kiyoko Hosaka (12-24-1963) .................. June Hosaka 

Hiroshi Oyama (12-29-1963)  ........... Rodney Oyama 

Isamu Miyama (12-20-1964) ............................. Friends 

Tatsu Hata (12-9-1965) ...................... Hamada Family 

Hichijiro Masuyuki (12-5-1966) ..... Troy Matsumoto 

Kenji Nishigaki (12-7-1967) ............................... Friends 

Takeo Tachiki (12-5-1969) ................... Tachiki Family 

Natsu Tanaka (12-4-1970) ................... Tanaka Family 

Takeshi Okuma (12-12-1973) ............. Okuma Family  

Shigeto Amano (12-28-1973) ............. Amano Family 

Zentaro Araumi (12-8-1974) ............. Shizuka Azuma 

Aya Tokimura (12-16-1974) .................. Furuya Family 

Matsue Tsuji (12-22-1977) ........................ Tsuji Family 

Mitose Okuma (12-30-1977) ............... Okuma Family 

George Hamada (12-31-1978) ........ Hamada Family 

Ito Kawamoto (12-22-1979) ….....Kawamoto Family 

David H. Uda (12-1-1981) ……...........Georgiana Uda  

Masaru Higuchi (12-4-1983) ............ Yasuko Higuchi 

Hikoichi Okimoto (12-2-1985) .............Tom Okimoto 

Shigeo Amano (12-14-1986)................Mikiye Honda 

Frank Yonekura (12-9-1987).................Roy Yonekura 

Naomi Campbell (12-14-1988).......Campbell Family 

Take Torimaru (12-27-1988)............Torimaru Family 

Yoshimi Uyeji (12-12-1997)..........Chieko Takeguchi 

 

  

DECEASED ______________________FAMILY MEMBER 

Asao Momita (12-21-1989)...............................Gary Momita  

Kakuaki Kaneko (12-16-1990).......................Kaneko Family 

Bunichi Tsukamoto (12-17-1991)........Wayne Tsukamoto 

Keisuke Okuma(12-28-1991)........................Yoshie Okuma 

Ben Honda (12-24-1995).................................Mikiye Honda 

Taiji Santohigashi (12-16-1997)...Shunichi Santohigashi 

Tsuruyo Kawamoto (12-22-1997)..................Matsui Family 

Yoshiko Kashima (12-15-1998)...................Kashima Family 

Nobue Nishii (12-23-2001)...................................Toyo Nishii 

Nobuo Nadahara (12-22-2002)..............Nakagawa Family 

Isamu Sugimoto (12-24-2002).......................Joe Sugimoto 

Koharu Katie Shiraishi (12-7-2005)............Shiraishi Family 

Kaoru Saito Bennett (12-14-2005).................Ford Bennett 

Mary Sanaye Yamaguchi (12-19-05)...Donna McDonnell 

Masao Kishi (12-23-2005)..................................Elena Barrett 

Eiji Oya (12-11-2006)............................................Yumiko Oya 

Kasuke Ogata (12-3-2009)..............................Toshiko Ogata 

Irene Koga (12-18-2009)..................................Florence Koga 

Manae Mayumi (12-17-2010)..............Katsuhiro Morishita 

Shizue Yamamoto (12-15-2011)............Yamamoto Family 

Isamu Nakamura (12-6-2012)....................Shari Nakamura 

Kaitlyn Sky Yotbounmy (12-1-13)...Stephanie Yamamoto 

Ritsuko “Tosh” Ogier (12-15-2013).................Robyn Ogier 

Walter Julian Vallery (12-27-2013)....................Aiko Vallery 

Kenichi Hitomi (12-30-2013)........................Chiharu Hitomi 

Nobuko Uchino (12-10-2015)…….....................Gary Uchino 

Kuriko Darini (12-22-2015)……….….....................Bruna Mori 

Yoko Ajishi Garcia (12-16-2015)...............Joseph A. Garcia 

George S. Kitagawa Jr (12-17-2015)............Gary Kitagawa 

Kathy Yamada Olsen (12-19-2015)….................Scott Olsen 

Pauline Masako Nakamura (12-24-15)....Shari Nakamura 

Yukiko Negoro (12-27-2015)…......….............Glenn Negoro 

Roy Mitchell (12/21/2018)..............................Mitchell Family 

M E M O R I A L   S E R V I C E S  
 

MEMORIAL SERVICES allow us to pay homage to loved ones who have passed away. In our Jodo Shinshu tradition, family  
members hold a service at certain intervals following a relative’s death to express gratitude and acknowledge their continu-
ing influence in our lives. If you wish to schedule a memorial service for a loved one, please call during weekly office hours. 

 

2019 is  the memorial year for those who passed away in: 
 

1st Year Memorial 2019 13th Year Memorial 2008 27th Year Memorial 1994 
3rd Year Memorial 2018 17th Year Memorial 2004 33rd Year Memorial 1988 
7th Year Memorial 2014 25th Year Memorial 1996 50th Year Memorial 1971 

mailto:info@btsd.net


MOCHITSUKI ORDER FORM 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2019 

NAME: _____________________________________   PHONE: ____________________ 

      EMAIL ADDRESS:   _________________________________________________________ 

  KO-MOCHI PACKAGE: ______________ x $4.50 = COST $_______________ 

  (Ko-Mochi is sold by the package, not by weight.  Each package is approximately 1 lb.)   

  KASANE MOCHI PACKAGE: __________ x $7.00 = COST $_______________ 

(Kasane mochi is for your home Butsudan)              TOTAL COST = $_______________ 

Send order form with check to: Buddhist Temple of San Diego, Attn: Mochi 
       OR                2929 Market Street, San Diego, CA 92102  
 Send an e-mail order to:         info@btsd.net 

Deadline to order is:  FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2019 

Orders received AFTER the deadline will be placed on STAND-BY.  
All orders must be picked up at the Temple on SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. 

 

Orders not picked up by 3 p.m. will be subject to resale. 
Questions? Please call the temple 619-239-0896 or send e-mail to: info@btsd.net 
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TEMPLE MOCHI TSUKI DAY IS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 

     The annual mochi tsuki is just days away. 
     Temple Sangha members and community friends of all ages are encouraged to participate in the temple’s December 8 activity of 
producing mochi “sweet rice” cake for the new year.      
      Work begins bright and early at 6 a.m. and runs to 3 p.m. Young Dharma School students, their parents, Sangha members and 
friends from the young to the young-at-heart are encouraged to participate. Spending anywhere from two hours or throughout the 
entire day will be appreciated. 
     The temple is planning to wash and steam 800 pounds of mochigome (sweet rice), which will produce approximately 1,200 pounds 
of mochi.  
     For you mochi-making veterans and those new to the temple, mochi tsuki will be busy with tasks for everyone. Newcomers should 
not be shy to jump in and lend a hand. The veterans will assist you. 
    Here is a schedule of activities for moch itsuki weekend: 
          Friday, Dec. 6 – Mochigome rice washing from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
          Saturday, Dec 7 – Equipment check and setup from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
          Sunday, Dec. 8 – Mochi Tsuki Day (6 a.m. to 3 p.m.) 
     On Mochi Tsuki Day volunteering your time will be appreciated at the following workstations:  
Rice cookers, mochi grinders, mochi pounders (need a lot of muscle!), mochi cutters and shapers, cool-
ers (fanning the mochi morsels), baggers and runners. 
     If you see an area where you can help, please join us! 
     Cleanup will take place after the final batch is processed. 
     MOCHI ORDERS: The deadline for pre-orders is Saturday, November 30. Donation is $4.50 for a one-pound bag (approximately sev-
en pieces). The two-piece kasane for your home O Butsudan is $7.00. Please fill out the order form that can be found in this month’s 
Bussei Script or the BTSD website. Orders received after the deadline will be placed in standby. Depending on availability, there will be 
a limited of walk-up order that will be accepted on Mochi Tsuki Day. To avoid being left out, it will be best to get your order in by the 
Nov. 30 deadline. 
      MOCHI PICK UP: Orders must be picked up on Sunday, Dec. 8 between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. Please note that orders not picked up by 
3 p.m. may be subject to resale. 
       DONATIONS: Are being accepted for the purchase of supplies. The suggested donation is $75. Monetary donations of any amount 
will be deeply appreciated. 
       OTHER SALES: Browse and buy at Kaytee’s White Elephant, Kris’ Tupperware and the BWA Almond Brittle and Popcorn, and crafts 
sales for your year-end holiday gifts.   
      POTLUCK LUNCH: Bring your favorite food dish to share for the potluck luncheon that will be served to the volunteers.     
     CONTACT THE TEMPLE: At 619-239-0896 or email: info@btsd.net to place your order, volunteer your time or for more information. 
     Making mochi is an enjoyable and rewarding experience. The temple looks forward to seeing you during Mochi Ttsuki weekend!     
In Gassho, Ralph Honda and Glenn Negoro, Co-chairs 



    



TEMPLE CLEAN UP DAY IS DECEMBER 29 
        

       The temple’s year-end cleanup day will take place 
on Sunday, Dec. 29 starting at 9 a.m.  If you have a cou-
ple of hours to volunteer your time, bring out your 
buckets and brooms, cleaning cloths and cleaners, it 
will be  most appreciated. 
      The focus areas to be cleaned will be in the hondo, 
including onaijin “Omigaki” led by the BWA, cleaning 
the pews, and minister’s and floral side rooms. 
       Tidying up the kitchen, walk-in pantry and cleaning 
out the refrigerators will also take place. 
       If you really want to get down to 
the nitty gritty, the basement will be 
cleaned to make room for storage. 
       Dharma School teachers and stu-
dents are encouraged to clean their 
classroom. 
       In advance, thank you for helping 
get the temple “looking spiffy” for the  
New Year! 

 
 
 
 
Celebrating 

  

The Year of 
 the Rat 

Please  
Join Us! 

      

ANNUAL 
NEW YEAR 
PARTY 
Sunday,  
January 19, 2020 
    
Following the  
Ho Onko Service 
11:30 a.m., Annex Hall 
Please RSVP before Jan. 5 

   
People born under the sign  
of the Rat are hard working,  
intelligent, charming, quick-

witted, practical, ambitious and 
good at social activities. 

 
 
We’ll be taking reservations soon  
For questions, call the office. 

 

FINAL CHANCE TO YELL 
BINGO FOR 2019 AND 

SAY THANK YOU TO THE VFW 

    Looking for an entertaining activity to compliment your 
Saturday evening in December? 

     Don’t be shy. Give BINGO a try! 

     On Saturday, December 14, Asian Pacific Post 4851 will 
conduct its FINAL BINGO session.  

     After over a decade of hosting the monthly activity at 
the temple, the VFW group headed by Gene Davies, Bob 
Buzzard, Bob Poston, along with many other volunteers, 
the hard-working gentlemen have decided to call it a ca-
reer.   

    The temple hopes that many people will be able to 
come out to support the popular BINGO session and say 
thank you to the gentlemen who have conducted the 
community activity for many years. 

     BINGO is an enjoyable activity for the veteran players 
and newbies with a chance to win cash and door prizes. 
Players 18-years-old and up are eligible to play. 

     Buy-in is $10 for up 12 game of BINGO. Extra cards are 
$.50 each. Purchasing pull-tabs offer another winning op-
portunity. The blackout game will have a $300 payout! 

     Doors open at 4:30 p.m., and the session will run from 
6:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

     The VFW will sell donuts, water, coffee and tea. 

     There has been discussion of having the temple contin-
ue the monthly community activity.  A decision will be 
made at the temple’s December board meeting. 

    The Buddhist Temple and Post 4851 have co-sponsored 
BINGO at the temple since 2005. 

    Bring out family and friends for an enjoyable evening 
and have a chance to yell BINGO! 

   SANGHA TEENS NEWS 
 
    On Sunday, November 3, the Sangha Teens cabi-
net was installed. The cabinet members are:  

President:     Andrea Covarrubias 
Vice President/ 
Religious Chairperson:   Anika Bull 
Secretary:     Cassidy Muraoka 
Treasurer:    Arturo Rubio 
Activities Chairperson:  Paulina Covarrubias 
Advisors:  Mrs. Avis Honda, 
                  Mrs. Lorena Covarrubias,  
                  Mrs. Julie Watson 

    We had monthly meetings and discussed possi-
ble activities and fundraisers. The group is looking 
forward to attend district gatherings for the com-
ing year.  This month, we are looking forward to 
helping at the Temple’s Mochitsuki. 
     Sangha Teens is for middle school young Bud-
dhists, ages 11 -13. If you are interested in joining 
the group, please contact a member or advisor. 
In Gassho, 
Andrea Covarrubias 
Sangha Teens President           



OFFICIAL VISITATION TO BTSD BY HIS EMINENCE 

KOJUN OHTANI, GOMONSHU, AND SPIRITUAL 

LEADER OF JODO SHINSHU BUDDHISM 

Gomonshu and 

Rev. Abe with 

BTSD’s 100-years-

young members 

Seated L-R:  

Kikuko Takashima, 

Asako Morinaka 

and Sayoko  

Tomiyama 

Sangha Teens and Jr. YBA 

members, along with the 

Sangha, say “thank you” 

to Gomonshu.  

His Eminence made an  

official visit to BTSD on 

September 4. 
Top: Gomonshu-sama pays homage  

to the Amida Buddha. 

Middle:  Group photo of entourage  

with temple leaders. 

Bottom:  Group photo of Gomonshu with Sangha. 


